
 

Readings for the 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
Numbers 11:25-29. 
 
God is at liberty to act outside the parameters of our presumptions and 
expectations. Eldad and Medad did not leave the camp with Moses and 
the seventy elders, they did not participate in the public ‘enrolment’. 
Nonetheless, the Spirit came down upon these two men along with the 
seventy others. God determines that the number of elders will be seven-
ty-two, a multiple of the significant number twelve – the twelve tribes. 
God sets out the patterns of his revelation. Even when we think these 
patterns to be set, God will often surprise us by his own alterations. 
When Joshua the son of Nun discovers that Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying, he interprets the situation as somehow undermining the 
status and authority of Moses. Moses reassures Joshua by saying that he 
rejoices in the fact that the Lord God is manifesting his power in unex-
pected ways. Our God is in no sense ‘narrow-minded’ but always expan-
sive. We must reflect this in our attitudes and engagement, whilst in no 
way compromising fundamental principles. 
“The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took 
some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders.” 
“If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave 
his Spirit to them all.” 
 
Psalm 18. 
 
The precepts of the Lord gladden the heart. 
 
James 5:1-6. 
 
Today we listen to the fifth and last extract in our sequence of readings 
from the Letter of St. James. The text reflects the ‘denunciations’ of the 
rich which can be found in the prophetic tradition of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures. The early Christians were predominantly from the poorer strata of 
society and so it may seem surprising that St James emphasises so pow-
erfully the corrosive influence of riches. However, we should not be 
surprised for we should recognise that the human heart can so easily be 
seduced by riches, even on the small scale. The process of seduction is 
not determined by a set quantity. The danger doesn’t merely begin when 
we reach the ‘first million’. The danger is the craving which demands 
just a little more. Although the gambler looks for the big win, the dan-
ger is encapsulated in the drive to place ‘just one more bet’. Even the 
prudent saver can be tempted into thinking that security will be assured 
‘if I have just a little more’. When we measure life in terms of the accu-
mulation of riches we are lost – this is true when we are speaking of 
relatively small amounts as well as relatively large amounts. Our worth, 
our true value, is not rooted in anything that is subject to material corro-
sion and ultimate annihilation. 
“An answer for the rich. … All your gold and your silver are corroding 
away, and the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and eat into 
your body.” 
“It was you who condemned the innocent and killed them; they offered 
no resistance.” 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 
Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
 
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48. 
 
We are called to embrace the name of Jesus, in the sense that we must 
work in his name. This action draws us into his presence.  
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Readings continued    
Today’s extract from Mark’s Gospel presents us with a        
sequence of examples that constitute a most challenging state-
ment: it is better to enter into the fulness of life maimed than 
to remain physically whole but damned for all eternity. These 
absolute sayings cannot be brokered, they cannot be compro-
mised. These sayings precisely constitute the authentic content 
of Jesus’ teaching. Jesus does not teach in generalities. What is 
stark is meant to be such. We have to accept that Jesus meant 
us to be uncomfortable with his uncompromising stance. The 
critical point is that he does not abandon us in the midst of our 
discomfort. When we invoke his name, we stand in his pres-
ence. When we stand in his presence, we are enabled to draw 
strength directly from him. Compromising the teaching the 
Christ is what threatens our salvation and distorts our very hu-
manity. 
“Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils 
in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to 
stop him.” 
“You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my 
name is likely to speak evil of me.” 
“Anyone who is not against us is for us.” 

Holy Family: Catherine Driscoll, Kay & Paul Parris,    
Bernard Perry, Mary Bodman, Valentine, Collette  
Griffin, Vivian Miller, Brian Webster, Henry Fernandez, 
Hanna Marenghi, Susanna, Martin, Chris Collins, Sharon 
Dobson, Joseph Stancombe, Zaid Saffo. 

St Mary’s: Fr Christopher Delaney, Bethan Williams, Jean 
Allen, Madison Lane, Marian Lamb, Nadasiri Ifada, Cecily 
Hughes, James Church, Anthony Jackson, Tom Hopkins, 
Margaret Griffiths, Joanne Coakley, Helen Ward, Carina  
Foster, Ben Foster, Maria Sullivan, Phyllis Shannon, Mary 
D’Alpa, Patricia Sadka, Mary Williams, Donald Rees,      
Michael McLoughlin. 

Pray for the Sick 

Please pray for the eternal repose of the following: 
 
Mrs Maureen Blight R.I.P. – The Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated at St Mary’s on Friday 8th October at 
11.30am. 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,                                             

and let perpetual light shine upon her.              

May she rest in peace.  

Amen. 
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CAFOD Family Fast envelopes will be dis-
tributed at Mass today in advance of  Family 
Fast Day on Friday 1st October. Our contri-
butions can be donated next Sunday. 

CAFOD CLIMATE CRISIS APPEAL 



FEASTS OF THE WEEK 

Monday 27th September – Memoria: St Vincent de Paul, Priest. 
 
St Vincent was born into poverty in the village of Pouy in Gascony, France, in 1580 or 1581. 
He was first educated by Franciscans at Dax. A few years later he was selected by a local 
gentleman to become a tutor to his children. This position enabled Vincent to progress his 
own education. In 1596 he moved to the University of Toulouse to undertake his theological 
studies within the context of formation for the priesthood. He was ordained to the priest-
hood in 1600 at the exceptionally young age of nineteen (most unusual, even for the time). In 1605, whilst 
travelling by sea from Marseilles to Narbonne, he fell into the hands of African Pirates and was enslaved 
at Tunis. His captivity lasted for nearly two years until he managed to escape. He briefly visited Rome be-
fore returning to France where he became tutor to the family of Emanuel de Gondy, Count of Joigny, 
who was General of the Galleys of France. In 1617, Vincent began to preach missions. It was this work 
of preaching that inspired and attracted a number of followers. With these companions, in 1625 Vincent 
laid the foundations of the Congregation of the Mission. The Congregation is also simply known as the 
Vincentians or the Lazarists (because in 1633 they occupied the Priory Church of Saint-Lazare in Paris). 
The Sisters of Charity also owe their foundation to St Vincent, with the assistance of Louise de Marillac – 
the first Superior). Vincent is aptly termed ‘The Apostle of Charity’. Guided by humility, he was never 
driven by the desire for favour or honour. Vincent cared for all according to their spiritual and material 
needs; rich and poor, young and old. He died on the 27th September 1660 and was canonized in 1737 by 
Pope Clement XII. Pope Leo XIII named Vincent as ‘Patron of All Charitable Societies’. Inspired by the 
writings and example of St Vincent de Paul, Frederick Ozanam founded the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
in 1833. The rejoice in the continuing work of the S.V.P. in our midst.  
 
Wednesday 29th September – Feast: St Michael, St Gabriel & St Raphael. 
 

The Sacred Scriptures names nine orders of Angels: Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Domina-
tions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels and Angels. Although there is debate on 
these distinctions or orders, the existence and role of Angels is an undoubted revelation and a 
central matter of faith. Today we honour the three Archangels. Michael, is a name which sig-
nifies the one ‘Who is Alike Unto God’. The Scriptures depict Michael as leader of the forces 
of Heaven in their conflict with the forces of Hell which are led by Satan – the one fallen 
from grace. Whilst the Latin/Western Fathers honour Michael as an Archangel, the Greek/

Eastern Fathers are more inclined to describe Michael as ‘Prince of the Seraphim’. We honour him as the 
Protector of the Church. 
Gabriel, is a name which signifies the one ‘Who Manifests How God Has Revealed Himself As Mighty’. 
The Old Testament has him mentioned in the Book of Daniel 9:21-27 and the New Testament describes 
him addressing Zechariah and the Blessed Virgin Mary in the first chapter of Luke. 
Raphael, is a name which signifies the one “Who Manifests How God Heals Us’. The Old Testament has 
him mentioned in the Book of Tobit. He guides the young Tobit, assists Tobias, and constrains the     
Demon identified as Asmodeus in the deserts of Egypt. 
 
Thursday 30th September – Memoria: St Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church. 
 
Jerome (Hieronymus) was born in the year 341 at Stridonium, near Aquilea, in Dalmatia. He 
studied Latin and Greek Rhetoric in Rome under the direction of the grammarian Donatus, 
becoming an Orator and Lawyer. He travelled a great deal, particularly to Gaul (France), in 
service to Imperial structures. His faith gradually began to deepen and upon his return to 
Rome he embraced the Sacrament of Baptism, which at that time was often deferred by many 
until later life. He then decided to undertake a pilgrimage to the East. He sought to learn from the wisdom 
of a number of Anchorites (Hermits) and he reached Antioch in the year 374. From there he moved on to 
Chalcis in Syria, spending four or five years in the company of Abbot Theodosius. He battled against the 
temptations of his past life and began his intense study of Hebrew. He received Holy Orders at Antioch 
and then travelled on to Palestine. He visited Constantinople to consult with the great bishop St Gregory 
Nazianzen. After another period in Palestine, Jerome returned to Rome where he soon became secretary 
to Pope St Damasus.  

 It was at this time that Jerome began the work of translating the Bible (beginning with the Gospel) into 
the standard Latin that would become recognised as ‘The Vulgate’. When Pope Damasus died, Jerome 
returned to the East in the year 385. He went first to Cyprus, then to Jerusalem and then on to Alexan-
dria. In Alexandria he widened and deepened his scholarship. He eventually returned to Palestine, set-
tling in Bethlehem. It was here that he completed his greatest writings on Sacred Scripture as well as 
playing his part in confronting the heretical tendencies of the age. Jerome was possessed of a rather can-
tankerous temperament which often caused him difficulty. Despite this failing, we honour him for his 
contribution to biblical scholarship. He firmly established the principle that all translations should be 
crafted by an accurate reflection of the original language. He died at Bethlehem in the year 420. 
 
Friday 1st October – Memoria: St Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church. 
 
Marie Frances Therese Martin was born at Alencon in Normandy, France, in the year 1873. 
Both her parents have subsequently been canonized. In 1877 the family moved to Lisieux. 
At the age of fifteen she entered the Carmel Convent at Lisieux in 1889 (two of her sisters 
had already entered the convent and another would follow). Her life would be short for she 
died on the 30th September 1897. The years of her short adulthood proved to be so very 
fruitful. Under obedience to her Superior, Sister Therese wrote her now famous ‘Autobiography’ – 
‘L’Histoire d’une Ame (History of a Soul). The deceptive simplicity of her expression contains pro-
found spiritual insights. She embraced as her own motto the words of the sixteenth century Spanish 
Carmelite Mystic, St John of the Cross: “Love is repaid by love alone.” Therese faced tensions and bit-
terness from some members of her own spiritual family within the Carmel. These burdens she bore 
with courage and serene patience. She embraced God the Father as the source of all love with trusting 
simplicity. She immersed herself in the mystery of the Cross of Christ. These two principles formed the 
foundation of her ‘Little Way’. Therese fostered a deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary through 
the contemplation of her Immaculate Conception. Therese had longed to be sent to a Carmelite Con-
vent in Mission Territory (specifically Hanoi in Vietnam – then French Indo-China), but ill-health pre-
vented the fulfilment of this spiritual desire. Following her death, awareness of her spiritual gifts quickly 
became widespread. Her autobiography was quickly translated into many languages. She was beatified in 
1923 and canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius XI. She was named ‘Patron of the Missions’ in 1927 and a 
‘Patron of France in 1947. Pope St John Paul II proclaimed St Therese to be a Doctor of the Church, 
only the third woman to be so designated. 
 
Saturday 2nd October – Memoria: The Holy Guardian Angels. 
 
The Angels are purely spiritual beings, endowed with intelligent self-awareness and glori-
ous free will. Their faculties surpass those possessed by ourselves. Following a decision of 
the will, the Angels offer continuous praise to the Godhead. By the light of faith, we are 
able to grasp the role of the Guardian Angels. They are appointed to provide us with spir-
itual protection. Our devotion to the Guardian Angels highlights the reality of the dangers 
that threaten us. Evil is an identifiable reality. Many Spiritual Masters point out a direct 
relationship between the denial of the existence of Angels with the denial of the existence 
of evil, a conclusion that constitutes the effective denial of our Redemption in Christ. 
Some references to the Angels in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
328. The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that sacred Scripture usually calls ‘angels’ is a 
truth of faith. The witness of Scripture is as clear as the unanimity of Tradition. 
329. St Augustine says: ‘”Angel” is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of 
their nature, it is “spirit”; if you seek the name of their office, it is “angel”’: from what they are, “spirit”, 
from what they do, “angel”.’ With their whole beings the angels are servants and messengers of God. 
Because they ‘always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven’ they are the ‘mighty ones who do 
his word, hearkening to the voice of his word’. 
330. As purely spiritual creatures angels have intelligence and will: they are personal and immortal crea-
tures, surpassing in perfection all visible creatures, as the splendour of their glory bears witness. 



 
*** N.B. FIRST CONFESSIONS FOR CANDIDATES FROM HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER – TIMES SLOTS HAVE 
BEEN ALLOCATED. 
 
*** N.B. THE NEXT MEETING FOR CANDIDATES FROM ST MARY’S PARISH IS 
SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER FROM 6.00PM TO 7.00PM. 
 
*** N.B. THE NEXT MEETING FOR CANDIDATES FROM HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
IS SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER FROM 6.00PM TO 7.00PM. 
 
*** N.B. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS FOR ST MARY OF THE ANGELS WILL 
BE CELEBRATED ON SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER AT 2.00 PM. 
 
*** N.B. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS FOR HOLY FAMILY WILL BE CELE-
BRATED ON SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER AT 2.00 PM. 

REFERENCE FOR  CANDIDATES FOR  

RECONCILIATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Spread the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish 
 
The Programme has been approved by His Grace, Archbishop George Stack. It is a seven-week pro-
gramme, running for one and half  hours via Zoom on one evening a week. The dates will 
be Tuesday, September 28th, October 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th and November 2nd and 9th. It will be de-
livered once again by members of  the Evangelisation Commission. 
 
The Programme is open to all parishioners and clergy across the Archdiocese. It will remind partici-
pants of  the Great Commission and the basic Gospel message. It will cover a rudimentary history of  
the early church and will consider important messages from recent papal papers, how to give witness 
testimonies, evangelise non-church going Catholics with practical approaches and tools for building a 
parish team to evangelise. 
 
The Genesis Mission will be an important follow-on activity offered to participants, providing the 
necessary skills for successful encounters. 
 
For more information and to register for the Programme, please email Madeleine Walters 

at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org 

ARCHDIOCESAN EVANGELISATION PROGRAMME (SECOND RUN) 

 
*** Volunteer(s) to Administer the Piety Stall at St Mary’s: 
The task would involve opening a stall for access to parishioners before and after 
10.00.am Sunday Mass. It would involve ordering stock from our established whole-
sale suppliers in anticipation of  needs – according to liturgical seasons, feasts and sac-
ramental programmes etc. Can you help? 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
I have booked The Cornerstone at the Cathedral for a meal of  thanksgiving on Fri-
day 22nd October at 7.00pm in honour of  our cohort of  stewards from St Mary of  
the Angels and Holy Family. All of  the stewards are invited and they may be accom-
panied by a guest. On behalf  of  the parishes, this event provides me with the oppor-
tunity to express our gratitude for their sterling work in facilitating the re-opening of  
both churches following the lockdown and sustaining our continuous operation over 
the following months. As I have previously stated, third party commentators unani-
mously declared that our system of  operation was second to none. Our stewards not 
only enabled us to adhere to the protocols, week-in and week-out, but also provided a 
warm and encouraging welcome to all parishioners and visitors during very challeng-
ing times. 

NB As the date for the meal is rapidly approaching, could I ask all stewards to con-
firm attendance at the event by emailing the parish office on canton@rcadc.org. If  
anyone has any particular dietary needs, then please forward that information. 

THANKSGIVING MEAL FOR OUR COHORT OF STEWARDS 

  
 I am most grateful to Anji Minoli for her efforts in contacting those parishioners who 
were already on the Reading Rota in order to structure provision for the coming 
months. Anji is also looking to recruit new volunteers for the Rota as we need more 
coverage for all Masses at St Mary of  the Angels. A number of  newcomers have already 
come forward. If  you would like to contribute to the Ministry of  the Word then please 
contact Anji at zampetto1215@gmail.com 

REPLENISHING THE TEAM OF READERS AT ST MARY’S 

 
During the past eighteen months our cohort of  volunteer stewards attended to our 
compliance with COVID Protocols but also provided a warm welcome to parishion-
ers as they arrived for Mass. Now that the stewards are no longer operational, we 
need to re-establish and replenish teams of  welcomers. There are a number of  practi-
calities that require attention: providing a warm welcome together with any necessary 
directions; distributing and collecting hymnals and missals (as and when this becomes 
possible); conducting the offertory collection (the collection baskets/boxes will soon 
be carried and presented to people in the benches) and overseeing any retiring collec-
tion. I will ask both Parish Councils to organise this recruitment. 

RE-ESTABLISHING AND REPLENISHING THE TEAM OF            
WELCOMERS IN BOTH PARISHES 

 
The next meeting of  St Mary of  the Angels Parish Advisory Council is scheduled for    

Sunday 26th September at 7.15pm in The Priory. 

MEETING OF ST MARY OF THE ANGELS PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
Commencing in November, it is my intention to celebrate an Evening Mass at 7pm on 
the first Friday of  each month in Holy Family Church. This will be preceded by an    
opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of  Reconciliation at 6pm. 

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS AND CONFESSIONS AT HOLY FAMILY 

mailto:madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
mailto:canton@rcadc.org
mailto:zampetto1215@gmail.com


PROTECTING THE MOST VULNERABLE. Such proposed legislation arrives at a time when we 
have a growing elderly population, persistent exclusion and inequality for disabled people and a very 
real health and social care crisis. Experience during the pandemic is also pertinent, especially the 
number of care home deaths and the use or ‘misuse’ of ‘Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resusci-
tation’ notices for elderly and disabled people. This context coupled with the textual vagueness of the 
Bill raises a number of serious questions about law and society’s ability to protect the most vulnera-
ble. How can the law ensure that a person is free from pressure from ending their life prematurely 
due to societal attitudes and perceptions about ‘quality’ or ‘worth’ of life? How can the law ensure a 
person is acting voluntarily and not out of a sense of ‘being a burden’ to family, to health and social 
care services and to society? 

THE EXPERIENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES. Oregon, Belgium, Canada and other jurisdictions 
are held up as examples as to why the U.K. should follow suit in legalising assisted suicide. Yet, evi-
dence in these countries overwhelmingly indicates that the introduction of laws for a ‘small number 
of cases’ inevitably leads to exponential growth in those seeking ‘assisted dying’: Oregon has seen a 
1075% increase in ‘assisted deaths’ between 1998 and 2019, Belgium has seen a 925% increase be-
tween 2002 and 2019 and Canada has seen a 648% increase between 2016 and 2020. Similarly, an ex-
pansion of grounds upon which ‘assisted suicide’ is permitted follows suit with its legislation. Laws 
have been expanded in some jurisdictions to include assisted suicide for children, non-terminal illness 
(including non-terminal psychiatric illness). Laws are also being challenged with regards to allowing 
the elderly to request assisted suicide when their life is ‘complete’ or if they have dementia. Evidence 
shows that liberalisation of these laws seems to always follow. This is a serious risk, and can we ex-
pect the situation in the U.K. to be any different? 

INVESTING IN CARE AND NOT ENDING CARE. Faced with suffering and illness, our re-
sponse should be one of true compassion. This finds expression in high-quality and holistic end of 
life care for the one who is dying and their family. Rather that assisting suicide and bringing care and 
life to an end, we should be working to ensure people have access to the best end-of-life care when 
they need it. Organisations and medical professionals have done much good work in debunking 
myths and popular perceptions around end-of-life care and what a ‘good death’ can and does look 
like, but there is much more to be done here. The provision of quality palliative care should be a pri-
ority and reality for all who have need of it. ‘Assisted Dying’ could be seen as a quick and cheap alter-
native to proper end-of-life care. Can we expect a full range of choice to be given to us, in the event 
of terminal illness, should this Bill make the statute books? It is interesting to note that those who 
work most closely with people at the end of their lives are often those most opposed to assisted sui-
cide within the medical profession. 

RESOURCES. 
 
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-issues/ 
In July 2021, the Bishops’ Conference Department of Social Justice hosted a webinar with Baroness 
Ilora Finlay of Llandaf and Robert Preston, which provided a very useful and rational guide to this 
complex and sensitive issue: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-rational-guide-to-the-assisted-suicide-
debate/ 
If you would like a FREE copy of the book entitled ‘Death By Appointment: A Rational Guide to 
the Assisted Dying Debate’ by Baroness Ilora Finlay and Robert Preston, please contact Collette 
McGovern at the Conference Secretariat. The book provides an excellent evidence-based approach 
to the issue: collette.mcgovern@cbcew.org.uk 
‘The All-Party Parliamentary Group for Dying Well’ promotes access to excellent care at the end of 
life and stands against the legalisation of assisted suicide. Their website provides up to date political 
news and resources on the issue: https://www.dyingwell.co.uk/ 
‘Living and Dying Well’ provides excellent information on research and analysis of the evidence sur-
rounding the ‘assisted dying’ debate: https://livinganddyingwell.org.uk/ 
‘The Art of Dying Well’ hosts a variety of resources for helping people to think about death and    
dying: https://www.artofdyingwell.org/ 

Bishop Sherrington is an Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of Westminster and is a Moral Theologian. 

In the next few weeks, we face an unprecedented attack on the sanctity of life with Baroness Meacher’s 
‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’ which received its First Reading in the House of Lords and is due its Second 
Reading with full debate on Friday 15th October. The term ‘Assisted Dying’ is euphemistic, the truth is 
that the bill seeks to introduce Assisted Suicide. If legalised, this Bill would allow a terminally adult, with 
less than six months to live, to be assisted in committing suicide. 

The context of the debate is fundamentally different from the Marris Bill in 2015. Dignity in Dying are 
running a vigorous campaign, which is highly mobilised. They have some national papers on side and are 
using strong, personal and emotional narratives to win hearts and minds. They also have a high presence 
on social media and are encouraging their supporters to write to Peers. Those in favour of the Bill are us-
ing language to confuse the issue and call it a compassionate and caring approach to obscure the actual 
reality and consequences of such legislation. As Pope Francis has said, ‘Physician-assisted suicide is part 
of a “throwaway culture” that offers a “false compassion” and treats a human person as a problem … . 
True compassion does not marginalize anyone, nor does it humiliate and exclude – much less considers 
the disappearance of a person as a good thing.’ He criticised ‘those who hide behind an alleged compas-
sion to justify and approve the death of a patient.’ 

We continue to argue for good palliative care and its important values, including spiritual ones, which are 
part of this approach. However, this language is being manipulated by Dignity in Dying. Importantly, at 
this stage we need to argue the dangers of the introduction of Assisted Suicide, which includes the safety 
of people who are vulnerable due to external pressures, and later liberalisation of the law which is evi-
denced by other countries which have introduced Assisted Suicide. Many voices from the world of disa-
bility-rights and other allies are also very fearful and fighting this bill. The Bill would also fundamentally 
change the relationship between the Healthcare Professionals and the Patient from treatment and care to 
providing the lethal means to commit suicide. 

It is possible that the Bill will pass to Committee Stage without a vote in October and be returned to the 
Lords for Third Reading and then, if passed, be sent to the Commons. There will be pressure on the 
Government to provide time for this. 

To prepare for these events, I ask your engagement and that of your dioceses over these next weeks. 
First, to ask you to call people to pray that the Bill will be defeated. Second, to ask that people write to the 
Peers from their personal experience and share stories which will argue the reasons for opposing the Bill 
as well as narrate the importance of precious time during the final stages of life. Healthcare and legal pro-
fessionals should write giving resons why they oppose the Bill. This needs to be done before the Second 
Reading on the 15th October. Peers engage with personal correspondence and not to campaigns. Third, to 
ask parishioners to engage and share stories and reasons against the Bill on social media. 

In this way, the Church will be a prophetic voice: a voice of clarity and truth amidst the great confusion 
around this bill. 
 

BRIEFING. 
 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH REMAINS OPPOSED TO ANY FORM OF ASSISTED SUICIDE. IT 
IS A CRIME AGAINST HUMAN LIFE, AND WE CANNOT DIRECTLY CHOOSE TO TAKE 
THE LIFE OF ANOTHER, EVEN IF THEY REQUEST IT.  
 
We must scrutinise and continue to challenge this proposed legislation in the months ahead. We must  
reaffirm our support for high quality end-of-life care, which includes spiritual and pastoral support for the 
one who is dying and their family. 

A LETTER FROM BISHOP JOHN SHERRINGTON TO FELLOW BISHOPS    
REGARDING THE DANGERS POSED BY BARONESS MEACHER’S     

‘ASSISTED DYING BILL 2021’ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-issues/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-rational-guide-to-the-assisted-suicide-debate/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-rational-guide-to-the-assisted-suicide-debate/
mailto:collette.mcgovern@cbcew.org.uk
https://www.dyingwell.co.uk/
https://livinganddyingwell.org.uk/
https://www.artofdyingwell.org/


A few years ago, our Archdiocese adopted the structures of  the Jesuit Pupil Profile for use in our 
schools. The aim of  Catholic education is the formation of  the whole person, fostering improvements 
in all the circumstances of  living and learning for the greater glory of  God and in service to the com-
mon good. The Profile is comprised of  eight pairs of  virtues, a structure rooted in the Gospel of  Jesus 
Christ and crafted by the spirituality of  St Ignatius of  Loyola. 
 
The starting point for Ignatius is always GRATITUDE – an attitude of  mind that habitually notices 
daily blessings and the good things that happen to us, giving our lives meaning and enjoyment, and 
sometimes pause for thought and a nudge to put things right. The end point of  Ignatian spirituality is 
GENEROSITY – the impulse to give and not to count the cost, to serve without reward, to have big 
hearts and great minds, to live for others. 
 
Ignatius tells us that we need to be ATTENTIVE to the big and small things, to the responses of  other 
people, to the stirrings in our hearts, to the preoccupations that thread their way through our lives. Be-
ing attentive takes practice; it is much easier to rush from one thing to the next, taking little time to no-
tice anything. Once we develop the habit of  being attentive, we can begin to DISCERN what is good 
for us and what is not; what God calls us to be; what God calls us to do with our lives. 
 
Our Catholic tradition teaches us that it is never enough simply to notice: we must allow ourselves to 
be moved by what we see, especially by the plight of  those who suffer. COMPASSION – the ability to 
sense deeply the predicament of  the other – is fundamental to seeing the world with Jesus’s eyes. Being 
compassionate leads to LOVE – a deep and genuine bond with the other person, something that is 
outgoing and not focussed on myself. The love God has for us is the model of  the love we are called 
to show others, including those who are against us. 
 
Having FAITH is crucial to human wellbeing – faith in myself, my emotions, my judgements; faith in 
others and their faith in me; faith in my family and in the communities to which I belong;  and faith in 
God. Faith cannot be taken for granted; it has to be built up day by day. Once we begin to have a little 
faith, we have HOPE, because we can trust ourselves and those around us with the decisions which 
will shape the future. Without hope we become insular, lacking in love, and ultimately despairing. The 
three core virtues of  the Gospel of  Jesus are faith, hope and love. 
 
ELOQUENCE – the ability to articulate clearly what we believe and feel and to do so in a way that, 
with integrity, engages and persuades others – is a central characteristic of  Catholic education. But elo-
quence must be used in a TRUTHFUL way – to speak truth about myself, about others, about God 
and the world around us. Education is the search for truth and the eloquent articulation of  what we 
discover. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 
 
To be educated is to be LEARNED – to know about God’s creation and about the people who are 
part of  it. But facts and skills are of  little value unless we have WISDOM also – the ability to see what 
is important and what is not. 
 
CURIOSITY is needed to sustain learning. It is what keeps us going. It is what opens up new   hori-
zons. It leads us to find God in all things. In the Ignatian tradition, learning is something to be AC-
TIVELY engaged in the probing, seeking, asking, challenging, questioning until truth is plain – it is to 
think for oneself  and become a lifelong learner. 

THE CATHOLIC PUPIL PROFILE 

Activity can easily become the distraction of  being busy. Using wisdom and discernment, we can 
live our lives more INTENTIONALLY – getting the balance right; living in the present moment 
rather than in the unchangeable past or the unknown future. Living in this way is to be PRO-
PHETIC- announcing the new perspective of  the Gospel on what it means to be human. Jesus is 
the example of  someone who lived his life intentionally and prophetically. 
 

GRATEFUL AND GENEROUS. 

ATTENTIVE AND DISCERNING. 

COMPASSIONATE AND LOVING. 

FAITH AND HOPE. 

ELOQUENT AND TRUTHFUL. 

LEARNED AND WISE. 

CURIOUS AND ACTIVE. 

INTENTIONAL AND PROPHETIC. 

 
Obviously, the application of  this sequencing profile is pertinent not only for application in a 
school context but more widely. Let us reference its structure for our spiritual reflection over the 
coming months as we contemplate the future of  our parish mission. 

THE CATHOLIC PUPIL PROFILE (Continued) 

 
We will distribute a limited number of  hymnals at each of  the parish Masses 
today to enable parishioners to sing the chosen hymns. Parishioners will be 
asked to retain the copy of  the hymnal they receive and take it home, COM-
MITTING TO BRINGING IT WITH THEM EACH WEEK FOR MASS. 
We can distribute only twenty copies per Mass. Such a distribution will enable 
as much choral participation as is possible. THERE WILL BE TERRIBLE 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO FAIL TO BRING THE HYM-
NAL WITH THEM TO MASS EACH WEEK!!! 

DISTRIBUTION TO PARISHIONERS OF A                             
LIMITED NUMBER OF HYMNALS 

  
 For the next three Sunday’s, Monsignor Maguire is providing pastoral cover in Chep-
stow and Caldicot – where I served as Parish Priest for six years. As a result, we will wel-
come Fr Nicholas back to Holy Family Church in the coming weeks as he will be cele-
brating the 11.00.am Mass. Although Fr John is generously offering support over the 
coming months with regard to celebrating the current pattern of  Sunday Masses, this 
situation is not sustainable in the longer term. Although Fr John is enjoying good health 
and is in fine form, he is now approaching his seventy-ninth birthday. I am currently 
opening discussion with both Parish Councils regarding the necessity of  altering the 
Sunday schedule of  Masses at some stage in the New Year. I will, of  course, be address-
ing both communities on this subject in the near future. Please pray for the wellbeing of  
our two Parish Communities as we continue to move through this period of  challenging 
evolution. 

COVERAGE FOR ALL FIVE PARISH MASSES 



The Renewal of  Baptismal Promises 
 
Do you renounce Satan, and all his empty promises? I DO. 

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth? I DO. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of  the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of  
the Father? I DO. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who today through the Sacra-
ment of  Confirmation is given to you in a special way just as he was given to the Apostles 
on the day of  Pentecost? I DO. 

Do you believe in the holy Catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  
sins, the resurrection of  the body, and life everlasting? I DO. 

This is our faith. This is the faith of  the Church. We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  

AMEN. 

 

The Laying On of  Hands 
 
Dearly beloved, let us pray to God the almighty Father, for these, his adopted sons and 
daughters, already born again to eternal life in Baptism, that he will graciously pour out the 
Holy Spirit upon them to confirm them with abundant gifts, and through his anointing 
conform them more fully to Christ, the Son of  God. 
 
The Bishop then lays hands on the head of  each Candidate 
 
Almighty God, Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who brought these your servants to ne 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, freeing them from sin: send upon them, O Lord, the 
Holy Spirit, the Paraclete; give them the spirit of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  
counsel and fortitude, the spirit of  knowledge and piety; fill them with the spirit of  the 
fear of  the Lord.  
 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Anointing with Chrism 
 
The Bishop inscribes the Sign of  the Cross with Sacred Chrism on the forehead of  each 
candidate as he says: 

(Using the chosen Confirmation name of  each Candidate) N., BE SEALED WITH THE 
GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Candidate replies: AMEN. 

The Bishop adds: PEACE BE WITH YOU. 

The Candidate replies: AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT. 

 
A homily for the celebration of  the Sacrament of  Confirmation 
 
The Apostles, who had received the Holy Spirit on the day of  Pentecost in fulfilment of  the 
Lord’s promise, had power to complete the work of  Baptism by the giving of  the Holy Spirit, 
as we read in the Acts of  the Apostles. When St Paul had laid his hands on certain people 
who had been baptized, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied. 
 
The Bishops, as successors of  the Apostles, possess the same power and, either in their own 
right or through Priests lawfully appointed to fulfil this ministry, they confer the Holy Spirit 
on those who have already been born again in Baptism. 
 
Even if  today the coming of  the Holy Spirit is no longer widely made manifest by the gift of  
tongues, we know by faith that the Spirit, through whom the love of  God has been poured 
into our hearts and through whom we are gathered in unity of  faith and in diversity of  call-
ings, is received by us and is working invisibly to make the Church holy and one. 
 
Dearly beloved candidates, the gift of  the Holy Spirit, which you are about to receive, will be a 
spiritual seal, by which you will be conformed to Christ and will be made more fully members 
of  the Church. For Christ himself, anointed by the Holy Spirit in the baptism he received 
from John the Baptist, was sent forth for the work of  his ministry, to pour out on the earth 
the fire of  the same Spirit. 
 
Therefore, you who are already baptized will now receive the power of  his Spirit and be 
signed with the cross on your foreheads. And so, you must always bear witness to his Passion 
and Resurrection before the world, so that your manner of  life, as the Apostle says, may be in 
every place the pleasing fragrance of  Christ. His Mystical Body, which is the Church, the Peo-
ple of  God, receives from him diverse graces, which the same Holy Spirit distributes to indi-
viduals for the building up of  that Body in unity and love. 
 
Be living members of  this Church, therefore, and, under the guidance of  the Holy Spirit, seek 
to serve all people like Christ, who came not to be served but to serve. 
And now, before you receive the Spirit, call to mind the faith which you professed in Baptism 
or which your parents and godparents professed with the Church. 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

REFERENCE FOR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 

*** N.B. THE NEXT MEETING FOR ALL OUR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES IS 
SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY 27TH OCTOBER FROM 6.30PM TO 7.30PM AT 
THE CHURCH OF ST MARY OF THE ANGELS. 
 
*** N.B. THE CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION WILL 
TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER AT 2.00PM IN ST MARY OF THE  
ANGELS. 



Parish Offertory Collection at St Mary’s: 

12th September - Gift aid £53.63 Loose £423.00 

St Mary’s Standing Orders per week amount to £600.00 of  which 90% is gift aided. 

 

Parish Offertory Collection at Holy Family: 

12th September - Gift aid £199.00   Loose £229.01 

Holy Family Standing Orders per week amount to £250.00 of  which 95% is gift aided. 
 

WHY NOT GIFT-AID ALL YOUR PARISH DONATIONS? 
 

These are still unusual times and fewer than 50% of  parishioners are currently attend-
ing Mass regularly. A large number of  parishioners who use the gift aid envelopes are 
still absent, for a variety of  reasons, and this explains to some extent the low propor-
tion of  gift aid donations in the weekly cash collections. 
 
If  you are a taxpayer, I would encourage you to consider joining the gift aid scheme, 
which gives a gain of  25% on all your parish contributions. Our current diminished 
income covers costs but no more so that in both parishes there has been no deposit 
gain to cover the inevitable backlog of  repairs and ongoing capital expenditure. In Sep-
tember, I intend to provide an exact breakdown of  the financial situation alongside a 
projection of  essential works and other outgoings over the coming year.  

 

FINANCE & PROPERTY 

 

Bank details for standing orders, which are directly linked 
to the respective parish accounts are as follows: 

 
Account name: Archdiocese of  Cardiff 

Sort code: 20-18-23 (for both) 

St Mary’s Acc No: 03285375 

Holy Family Acc No: 63656861 

BANK DETAILS FOR STANDING ORDERS 

 
The autumn edition of  ‘Mission Today’ is now available for collection from 

the tables in the porches of  both churches. 

AUTUMN EDITION OF ‘MISSION TODAY’ 

 DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING 

We are still awaiting training dates for using the defibrilla-

tor. Please remember that you can put your name down 

for training whether you are a parishioner of  Holy Family 

or St Mary’s.  We are in the process of  arranging training 

with two parishioners who are qualified to deliver such 

training. Contact canton@rcadc.org. 

A NOTE FROM DEACON MAURICE 

ST VINCENT’S COMMUNITY CENTRE, ELY BRIDGE 

I’m very pleased to report that the refurbishment and refitting of  the former St 
Clare’s Church is now complete with major financial support from the SVP and 
the Welsh Assembly via its Communities and Facilities Programme. Henceforth it 
will be known as St Vincent’s Community Centre, Ely Bridge and the SVP have 
appointed a manager, Nathan Harding, who took up his new role a few weeks ago. 

There will be an official opening by Archbishop George at the end of  November. We will hold 
a meeting of  volunteers at St Vincent’s in the near future to discuss things further. If  you think 
you may be able to help in any way as a volunteer in this exciting new venture, please contact 
Deacon Maurice: mfscanlon@hotmail.co.uk or 07747038274 

 
The SVP will be holding a collection of  good quality clothing and bric a brac 
on Saturday & Sunday,  9th & 10th October at Holy Family Church, to stock 
the shop at the new St Vincent's Community Centre, Ely Bridge.  Please note 
we are unable to accept electrical items.   

SVP SHOP COLLECTION AT HOLY FAMILY 

  
 Roberta has informed me that she feels that this is an appropriate moment to step down 
from her role as A.P.F. / MISSIO Representative at St Mary of  the Angels. Roberta has 
been our parish link to the Association for the Propagation of  the Faith/MISSIO for 
many years and I wish to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for her many years 
of  service. Promoting the adoption of  the RED BOXES forms the backbone of  the 
work. The Red Boxes are collected from parishioners at least twice a year and the contri-
butions counted. The pennies of  the many add up to the thousands of  pounds being sent 
to sustain the spread of  the Gospel in so many parts of  the world. As Roberta steps 
down from the task, we are obviously in need of  a new recruit. 
N.B. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TAKING UP THIS ROLE THEN PLEASE 
CONTACT ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IT WOULD BE GREAT TO APPOINT A 
NEW REPRESENTATIVE FOR ST MARY OF THE ANGELS IN ANTICIPATION 
OF WORLD MISSION SUNDAY WHICH WILL BE CELEBRATED ON THE 24th 
OCTOBER. 

A WORD OF THANKS TO ROBERTA MEREDITH 

The School warmly invites parents and children of  Years 5 and 6 to our 

OPEN EVENING 

on Wednesday 6th October from 4-7pm. 

Please go to our website on www.maryimmaculate.org.uk/open-evening-2021 

to book a place. 

MARY IMMACULATE HIGH SCHOOL 

OPEN EVENING 

mailto:mfscanlon@hotmail.co.uk


Walk beside us, Lord, 

in the cool of  the day, 

in the garden you have created 

as our common home. 

Walk beside us, Lord, 

as the cries of  the forest 

pierce the dawn, 

and flames rip through 

our common home. 

Grant us courage, Lord, 

as we walk beside all those 

who struggle to protect 

our common home. 

 
Your contributions for this year’s Family Fast Day will support people around the world 
working to protect God’s creation. It is the most vulnerable communities which are 
most affected by environmental issues. 

 
PRAYER FOR FAMILY FAST DAY 

CAFOD CLIMATE CRISIS APPEAL 

 
Although I have been Parish Priest for two years, the complexities of  the first six 
months of  my transition and the following eighteen months of  COVID disruption has 
meant that I am still building my knowledge and recognition of  the Parish Communi-
ties. At this time of  year there is always an inundation of  requests for a faith reference 
relating to school admissions outside the Catholic sector. At stages during the past year 
and a half, many families were unable to sustain regular attendance at Mass for obvious 
reasons. As a result of  this situation, I have had the opportunity to build my personal 
recognition of  individuals nor forge the full network of  normal parish relationships. 
This means that I am not in a position to simply provide references for school admis-
sions without direct contact with families. I will be available to meet families who are 
requesting references at St Mary’s Hall on Monday 28th September between 5.00.pm and 
7.00.pm. I am sure you will appreciate that I cannot compromise my own integrity in 
providing faith references without actual personal knowledge of  circumstances. 

PROVISION OF REFERENCES FOR SCHOOL ADMISSIONS                
OUTSIDE THE CATHOLIC SECTOR 

 

Grant us hope, Lord, 

and the vision to walk dark paths 

in the light of  a single sunbeam. 

Grant us grace, Lord, 

to put the flourishing of  all people  

and the wonder of  your creation  

at the heart of  all we do, 

as we strive to be guardians  

of  our common home.  

St Francis, pray for us.  

 
You may find the following extract interesting; it is taken from a letter from the 
Communities Division of  the Welsh Government to Faith Communities in Wales 

THE WEARING OF FACEMASKS IN PLACES OF WORSHIP 


