
 

Readings for the 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Genesis 2:18-24. 
 
Human beings were appointed as stewards of creation. God entrusted 
us with the authority to name all creatures, an action that indicated 
our delegated sovereignty. The language of Genesis contains multiple 
levels of symbolism. The prescription of names implies nothing less 
than a designation of nature, a determination of what part each crea-
ture will play in the network of natural interaction. The entire created 
order is structured for our wellbeing. We are increasingly aware of our 
failure to fully understand what this means. Whilst declaring that we 
stand at the ‘heart’ of creation, the absolute sovereignty remains with 
the Creator. We have too easily reduced the interpretation of our 
stewardship to a right to exploit. Today’s text is the description of the 
creation of woman. The sociological patterns of human history reveal 
how men have subordinated and exploited women. Women have 
often been defined as little more than a ‘possession’, a chattle. Alt-
hough the historical strands of biblical history reflect the same pat-
terns of sociological exploitation, the actual content of biblical revela-
tion proclaims the equality of man and woman. Roles may differ but 
they are always complementary. There is no distinction in dignity be-
tween man and woman. In today’s Gospel extract, Jesus refences the 
Book of Genesis when he describes how a husband and wife are 
called upon to grow ever closer to one another in their companion-
ship.  
“The Lord God said: It is not good that the man should be alone. I 
will make him a helpmate.” 
 
Psalm 127. 
 
May the Lord bless us all the days of our life. 
 
Hebrews 1:9-11. 
 
The central thread of the Letter to the Hebrews contrasts the ancient 
Jewish sacrificial system with the sacrifice of Christ, the former con-
stituted the repetition of the insufficient whilst the latter is forever the 
once-for-all and all-embracing redemptive event. We begin a six-week 
reflection on the teaching of the Letter to the Hebrews. Our first 
point of reference is the declaration that Jesus Christ, who offered the 
one and eternal sacrifice for our redemption, is fully a human being – 
God made Man/Flesh. We are reminded that Christ experienced 
growth, not only physical but also in terms of his human psychologi-
cal development. Jesus was subject to human limitations and inexperi-
ence. He grew and was made perfect by the shattering experience of 
suffering. With this understanding of his suffering do we best com-
prehend that he is truly our brother. 
“We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the 
angels and is now crowned with glory and splendour because he sub-
mitted to death; by God’s grace he had to experience death for all 
mankind.” 
“For the one who sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of 
the same stock; that is why he openly calls them brothers.” 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
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Sunday:     27th Sunday of Ordinary Time       
   (3rd October) 
6pm Vigil Mass    Private Intention  
11am  Paul Mantle  
  
Tuesday:  (5th October)  
9.30    
Thursday:  (7th October)  
9.30am     

Sunday:     28th Sunday of Ordinary Time       
   (10th October) 
6pm Vigil Mass    
11am  Patrick Morris  

Holy Family Masses 

Sunday: 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time (3rd Oct.) 

10am   Francis Fedeli RIP 

12pm   Repose of the Soul of William Pemberton 

1.30pm Sacrament of Baptism 

6pm          Private Intention  
 
Monday:  St Francis of Assisi (4th October)  
9.30am  Eveline Mary Madden 
   
Tuesday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time (5th Oct.)  
9.30am   Dorothy Petersen RIP 
  
Wednesday:  St Bruno, Priest (6th October)  
9.30am   Maisie Molloy 
        
Thursday:  Our Lady of the Rosary (7th October) 
7-8pm     Adoration & Benediction  PUBLIC ACCESS 
 
Friday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time (8th October) 
9.30am  Tony Griffiths 
11.30am Funeral Mass for Mrs Maureen Blight 
  
Saturday: St John Henry Newman, Priest (9th Oct.) 
12.15pm Repose of the Soul of James Greaves 
 
Sunday: 28th Sunday of Ordinary Time (10th Oct.) 

10am   People of the Parishes 

12pm   Robert & Des Andrews 

6pm          John Barry RIP 
 
The Angelus and Prayer During the Day live-
streamed at 12pm daily. Evening Prayer live-
streamed at 7pm daily except Sundays.   
 
THIS SCHEDULE WILL INCREASINGLY BE 
DEPENDENT UPON MY TIMETABLE OF  
APPOINTMENTS. 
 
Thursday: 7-8pm Adoration & Benediction 
(including Evening Prayer) open to public access. 
Confessions on Saturday 10am to 11am. Access to 
the children’s liturgy room via the side gate. 

St Mary’s Masses 

 

Holy Family   &   St Mary of the Angels 
Keyston Rd, Fairwater CF5 3NP          Kings Rd, Canton CF11 9BX 

27th June - 4th July 2021 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle B) 

Readings continued    
 
Mark 10:2-16. 
 
Jesus presents us with absolute demands, not least with reference 
to the permanence of the marriage bond. We are all conscious of 
human frailty, and so was Jesus. We must resist the temptation to 
claim that Jesus was merely presenting a theoretical ideal. As we 
gleaned from last week’s Gospel, Jesus never imposes a burden 
without providing the grace of sustenance. From the dawn of time 
(as represented in the Book of Genesis) until the dawn of eternity 
(as represented in the Book of Revelation) the call to fidelity re-
mains the same. 
“But from the beginning of creation God made them male and 
female. … They are no longer two, therefore, but one body.” 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you solemn-
ly, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.” 

Holy Family: Catherine Driscoll, Kay & Paul Parris,    
Bernard Perry, Mary Bodman, Valentine, Collette  
Griffin, Vivian Miller, Brian Webster, Henry Fernandez, 
Hanna Marenghi, Susanna, Martin, Chris Collins, Sharon 
Dobson, Joseph Stancombe, Zaid Saffo. 

St Mary’s: Fr Christopher Delaney, Bethan Williams, Jean 
Allen, Madison Lane, Marian Lamb, Nadasiri Ifada, Cecily 
Hughes, James Church, Anthony Jackson, Tom Hopkins, 
Margaret Griffiths, Joanne Coakley, Helen Ward, Carina  
Foster, Ben Foster, Maria Sullivan, Phyllis Shannon, Mary 
D’Alpa, Patricia Sadka, Mary Williams, Donald Rees,      
Michael McLoughlin, Chris Streat. 

Pray for the Sick 

Please pray for the eternal repose of the following: 
 
Mrs Maureen Blight R.I.P. – The Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated at St Mary’s on Friday 8th October at 
11.30am. 
Mrs Betty Murphy R.I.P. – The Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated at St Mary’s on Tuesday 19th October at 
12.00pm. 
 
  

 

 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,                                             

and let perpetual light shine upon them.              

May they rest in peace.  

Amen. 

RECENTLY DIED Parish Contacts 

 

Holy Family   &   St Mary of the Angels 
Keyston Rd, Fairwater CF5 3NP          Kings Rd, Canton CF11 9BX  
3rd - 10th October 2021 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle B) 

 
There will be a retiring collection this week-
end after all Masses in both parishes. Please 
give as generously as you can. 

CAFOD CLIMATE CRISIS APPEAL 

The Priory 67 Talbot St. Canton, Cardiff 

tel: (029) 20 230 492 

Parishes of St. Mary’s and Holy Family  
new email address is: canton@rcadc.org 

Canon Peter Collins 

e-mail:  peter.collins@rcadc.org 

Deacon Professor Maurice Scanlon 

e-mail:  maurice.scanlon@rcadc.org 

tel (029) 2021 2651 
Deacon Christian Mahoney 

E-mail:christianmahoney2@gmail.com 

tel 07764515864 

Monsignor Canon John Maguire 

Retired Priest in Residence at Holy Family 
 

Website: cardiffwestcatholics.org.uk 
 

Bank details for standing orders, which are directly linked 
to the respective parish accounts are as follows: 

 
Account name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 

Sort code: 20-18-23 (for both) 

St Mary’s Acc No: 03285375 

Holy Family Acc No: 63656861 
 

St Mary’s SVP contact number 07731847622. 
 

Parish Safeguarding Reps  

Mrs Ellery Hennessy (Holy Family) 

Mr Jack Meggitt-Phillips (St Mary of the Angels) 

Primary Headteachers:  

Holy Family  

Mrs Louise Mills  Tel: 20565354   

St. Mary’s  

Miss Claire Russell Tel: 2022 5680   

Secondary Headteachers:  

Corpus Christi   

Mr Patrick Brunnock Tel: 20761893 

Mary Immaculate   

Mr  Huw Powell  Tel: 2059 3465  

St David’s 6th Form College  

Mr Mark Leighfield Tel: 20498555 

 
There are a number of Mass Intentions available for 
Masses in Holy Family on Tuesday and Thursday at 
9.30am and at the Vigil Mass on Saturday at 6pm. 

MASS INTENTIONS 



FEASTS OF THE WEEK 

Monday 4th October – Memoria: St Francis of Assisi. 
 
John Bernadone was born at Assisi in 1181. He became known as Francesco, a name which  actually 
means ‘The Frenchman’ - for his mother was Provencal and he was born whilst his father was visit-
ing France. His father was a wealthy cloth merchant in Assisi. Francis served in the military forces of 
his city during its conflict with Perugia. He was taken prisoner by his enemies and incarcerated for 
one year. During his incarceration he suffered a serious illness.  

Francis was drawn increasingly to reflect upon a possible religious vocation and he became renowned for  attend-
ing to the needs of the poor, especially the outcast lepers. He experienced a vision in the semi-derelict Church of 
San Damiano. He said he heard a voice emanating from the Byzantine-style crucifix which said, “Go and repair 
my house, which you can see is falling down.” Francis rebuilt San Damiano but also understood that his inspira-
tion was meant to lead him to attend to the needs of the Universal Church. Francis increasingly took to heart the 
Lord’s teaching, as described in Matthew’s Gospel, to evangelise the world without reliance on worldly posses-
sions. Francis renounced the relative affluence of his family inheritance and embraced the life of radical poverty.  

Francis was intent on being “Wedded to Lady Poverty” and allegiant to Christ Crucified. After two years of living 
alone, he gradually attracted a number of followers. This first community was established at the Portiuncula out-
side Assisi, near a leper colony. Francis built a Church at the Portiuncula dedicated to ‘Mary of the Angels’ – our 
own Cantonian dedication. In the year 1210, when his companions numbered twelve, Francis sought and re-
ceived Papal approbation for the manner of his life and ministry. Pope Innocent III exhorted Francis to fully em-
brace the ‘Rule of the Holy Gospel’ – the ‘Regula Primo’. Francis and his companions formed a band of roving 
(mendicant) preachers, proclaiming a life of humility and simplicity. The ‘Friars Minor’ (Lesser) roamed across 
Italy, summoning society to faith and penitence in order to confront and overcome ‘a world grown cold’. In 1214 
he attempted to travel to Morocco in order to address the Muslim Saracens but illness prevented the completion 
of the journey. In 1219 he travelled to the Holy Land. He personally addressed the Muslim Sultan. Although he 
did not convert the Sultan, the court was greatly impressed by the sincerity and integrity of the Christian mission-
ary.  

In 1220 some five thousand Franciscans gathered for their first General Chapter at Assisi. In recognition that he 
was not a gifted administrator, Francis handed over governance of the Order to Brother Elias of Cortona. Fran-
cis wrote a revised Rule in 1221 – the Regula Bullata – which was approved with some revision by Pope Honori-
us III in 1223. Francis also facilitated the establishment of the Second Order for women, calling upon St Clare to 
guide the cloistered nuns. A Third Order, the ‘Tertiaries’, was also established for lay men and women. In the 
year 1024 Francis wrote his famous ‘Canticle of the Sun’ and he received the combined blessing and burden of 
the stigmata (at Mount La Vema. Following his reception of the stigmata, Francis was   afflicted with the loss of 
his sight. Francis died at the Portiuncula on the 3rd October 1226. Pope Gregory IX canonized Francis just two 
years after his death. It is worthy of note that Franciscan Friars came to Britain in 1224 and a Franciscan Friary 
was established here in Cardiff – see Greyfriars Road. 

Wednesday 6th October – Memoria: St Bruno. 
 
St Bruno, the founder of the Carthusian Order, was born at Cologne around the year 1033. The lo-
cal bishop, St Cunibert, took charge of Bruno’s education. Bruno received minor orders and became 
a Canon of Cologne Cathedral but did not long remain in post for he moved to Rheims in order to 
advance his studies further. He was ordained to the priesthood around 1056. He remained in 
Rheims for another eighteen years, lecturing in theology and grammar.  
 

Bruno was of great assistance to Gervasius, Archbishop of Rheims. Following the death of Gervasius, the diocese 
suffered greatly as a result of falling into the hands of the simoniacal Archbishop Manasses, a cleric who lived a 
scandalous life. Manasses appointed Bruno as Chancellor of the archdiocese. Manesses would come to regret this 
appointment for it was Bruno who was instrumental in deposing Manasses – though this notorious cleric would 
later be reinstated. Bruno left Rheims and returned to Cologne. The vast majority of clergy and people at Rheims 
wanted Bruno to become their Archbishop, but he was resolute in refusing the dignity. Instead, Bruno embraced 
his desire to become a monk. At first he lived the life of a hermit under the direction of Robert of Molesme, but 
soon he left Cologne with six or ten companions and made his way to Grenoble to present himself to the local 
bishop, St Hugh. Bruno wished to establish a religious community in some remote location. In the year 1084 St 
Hugh directed Bruno to Chartreuse and it was there that the foundations of the Carthusian Order took root.  

 He built a central Oratory with individual cells built around it. The style of monasticism did not follow the pat-
terns of the Benedictine Rule, but rather the eremitical monasticism of the earliest monks of Egypt and Pales-
tine. Six years after his arrival at Chartreuse, Bruno was summoned to Rome by Pope Urban II, who had him-
self been taught by Bruno at Rheims. Bruno assisted his former pupil for some time. The Pope wanted to ap-
point Bruno as Archbishop of Reggio in Calabria, but Bruno refused the honour. Bruno eventually obtained the 
Pope’s permission to leave Rome. Bruno went south to Calabria and established a second Carthusian founda-
tion, the Monastery of La Torre. Bruno communicated with his original foundation at Chartreuse, now led by 
Prior Landuin. Bruno further refined his Rule, though the definitive Rule was only completed by one of his suc-
cessors (‘The Consuetudines’ of Guigo I in the early twelfth century). Bruno remained at La Torre for the rest 
of his life, dying on the 6th October 1101. The Carthusian Order is the only religious order of the Church that 
has never required any kind of reform. 
 
Thursday 7th October – Memoria: Our Lady of the Rosary. 
Don Juan of Austria (Hapsburg Dynasty of Spain and Austria) achieved his famous naval victory 
over the Turks at the Battle of Lepanto on the 7th October 1571. He attributed his success to the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary that had been invoked through the recitation of the Holy 
Rosary. Pope St Pius V instituted an annual feast under the title of ‘Our Lady of Victories’. Pius 
V’s immediate successor, Pope Gregory XIII, changed the title to ‘Our Lady of the Rosary’. 

Saturday 9th October – Feast of St John Henry Newman. 
 
Newman was born in London on the 21st February 1801, the eldest of six children. He entered 
Trinity College, Oxford as a commoner in 1816 and came into residence in 1817. He was elect-
ed a scholar in 1818 and was examined for his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1820. Remarkably, 
his degree was ‘below the line’, i.e. a third class honours! In 1822 he decided to prepare for 
Ministry in the Church of England. It was also in 1822 that he was elected a fellow of Oriel 

College. In 1825 he became an Anglican priest and in 1828 became Vicar of St Mary’s, the University Church. 
During the following decade he wrote many volumes, undertaking extensive research on Patristics. He became a 
significant figure within the so-called ‘Oxford Movement’ that sought to emphasise the catholic nature of the 
Church of England. He gradually realised that he could no longer remain an Anglican. On the 18th September 
1843 Newman resigned his benefice at the University Church. He was eventually received into full communion 
with the Catholic Church on the 9th October 1845 at Littlemore by Blessed Dominic Barberi. Newman received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation on the 1st November 1845 at Oscott College, where Fr Nicholas studied.  
 
Newman was sent to study in Rome for a short period of time at the College of Propaganda Fide. The Pope 
himself approved Newman’s intention to found an Oratory of Saint Philip Neri in England. Newman was or-
dained to the priesthood on the 30th May 1847. The English Congregation of the Oratory was first established at 
Maryvale on the 1st February 1848. On the 22nd August 1850, Pope Pius IX conferred upon Newman an honor-
ary Doctorate of Divinity. In the following year Newman was appointed Rector (Vice-Chancellor) of the pro-
posed Catholic University of Ireland. On the 16th February 1852, the Oratory moved to its current location in 
Edgbaston. Later that year, on the 13th July, Newman preached his famous ‘Second Spring’ Sermon at Oscott 
during the first Synod of the newly erected Province of Westminster – following the re-establishment of the Hi-
erarchy.  
 
In 1858 Newman resigned from his role as Rector of the Catholic University and in the following year became  
Editor of ‘The Rambler’. In 1878 Newman visited Oxford for the first time since 1846, having been invited to 
become an Honorary Fellow of Trinity College. In 1879 he was created a Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church 
by Pope Leo XIII and went to his eternal reward on the 11th August 1890.  
 
John Henry Newman was an influential thinker within the wide canvas of Victorian Britain. He sacrificed much 
for following his conscience in faith. He suffered as an Anglican at the hands of his confreres and he suffered 
again as a Catholic at the hands of his confreres. His contributions to the Church’s understanding of the devel-
opment of doctrine, the moral conscience, the relationship between faith and reason, the role of the laity, the 
true nature and importance of university education, have been outstanding and have influenced theological 
thinking for over a century. He was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on the 19th September 2010 and canonised 
by Pope Francis on the 13th October 2019. 



 
*** N.B. THE NEXT MEETING FOR CANDIDATES FROM ST MARY’S PARISH IS 
SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER FROM 6.00PM TO 7.00PM. 
 
*** N.B. THE NEXT MEETING FOR CANDIDATES FROM HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
IS SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER FROM 6.00PM TO 7.00PM. 
 
*** N.B. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS FOR ST MARY OF THE ANGELS WILL 
BE CELEBRATED ON SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER AT 2.00 PM. 
 
*** N.B. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS FOR HOLY FAMILY WILL BE CELE-
BRATED ON SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER AT 2.00 PM. 

REFERENCE FOR  CANDIDATES FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

 
I have booked The Cornerstone at the Cathedral for a meal of  thanksgiving on Fri-
day 22nd October at 7.00pm in honour of  our cohort of  stewards from St Mary of  
the Angels and Holy Family.  

NB As the date for the meal is rapidly approaching, it is now urgent that I submit to 
Spiro the final number of  participants. Could I therefore ask all stewards to confirm 
attendance at the event by emailing the parish office on canton@rcadc.org. If  anyone 
has any particular dietary needs, then please forward that information. 

THANKSGIVING MEAL FOR OUR COHORT OF STEWARDS 

  
 I am most grateful to Anji Minoli for her efforts in contacting those parishioners who 
were already on the Reading Rota in order to structure provision for the coming 
months. Anji is also looking to recruit new volunteers for the Rota as we need more 
coverage for all Masses at St Mary of  the Angels. A number of  newcomers have already 
come forward. If  you would like to contribute to the Ministry of  the Word then please 
contact Anji at zampetto1215@gmail.com 

REPLENISHING THE TEAM OF READERS AT ST MARY’S 

 
During the past eighteen months our cohort of  volunteer stewards attended to our 
compliance with COVID Protocols but also provided a warm welcome to parishion-
ers as they arrived for Mass. Now that the stewards are no longer operational, we 
need to re-establish and replenish teams of  welcomers. There are a number of  practi-
calities that require attention: providing a warm welcome together with any necessary 
directions; distributing and collecting hymnals and missals (as and when this becomes 
possible); conducting the offertory collection (the collection baskets/boxes will soon 
be carried and presented to people in the benches) and overseeing any retiring collec-
tion. If  you are willing to assist with this important service then please contact me 
directly with specific details as to which Mass you attend at either parish. 

RE-ESTABLISHING AND REPLENISHING THE TEAM OF            
WELCOMERS IN BOTH PARISHES 

  
 We are in need of  new volunteers to join the team of  readers at Holy Family particularly 
for the 6pm Vigil Mass. The Ministry of  the Word is of  critical importance to our cele-
bration of  Holy Mass. If  you are interested in joining a new rota, then please contact me 
directly or Helen Smith. 

REPLENISHING THE TEAM OF READERS AT HOLY FAMILY 

OCTOBER - MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

There will be a public recitation of  the Holy Rosary at 11.30am 

on each Saturday during the month of  October, at St Mary of  

the Angels. 

Walk beside us, Lord, 

in the cool of  the day, 

in the garden you have created 

as our common home. 

Walk beside us, Lord, 

as the cries of  the forest 

pierce the dawn, 

and flames rip through 

our common home. 

Grant us courage, Lord, 

as we walk beside all those 

who struggle to protect 

our common home. 

 
Your contributions for this year’s Family Fast Day will support people around the world 
working to protect God’s creation. It is the most vulnerable communities which are 
most affected by environmental issues. 

 
PRAYER FOR FAMILY FAST DAY 

CAFOD CLIMATE CRISIS APPEAL 

Grant us hope, Lord, 

and the vision to walk dark paths 

in the light of  a single sunbeam. 

Grant us grace, Lord, 

to put the flourishing of  all people  

and the wonder of  your creation  

at the heart of  all we do, 

as we strive to be guardians  

of  our common home.  

St Francis, pray for us.  

mailto:canton@rcadc.org
mailto:zampetto1215@gmail.com


Parish Offertory Collection at St Mary’s: 

Last week’s collection figures will be available shortly 

St Mary’s Standing Orders per week amount to £600.00 of  which 90% is gift aided. 

 

Parish Offertory Collection at Holy Family: 

26th September - Gift aid £216.00   Loose £219.09 

Holy Family Standing Orders per week amount to £250.00 of  which 95% is gift aided. 

 

** For information: We have just renewed our annual subscription to MCN, which       
arranges the livestreaming of  Masses from St Mary’s, at a cost of  £1,440 ** 

 

FINANCE & PROPERTY 

 

Bank details for standing orders, which are directly linked 
to the respective parish accounts are as follows: 

 
Account name: Archdiocese of  Cardiff 

Sort code: 20-18-23 (for both) 

St Mary’s Acc No: 03285375 

Holy Family Acc No: 63656861 

BANK DETAILS FOR STANDING ORDERS 

 
The autumn edition of  ‘Mission Today’ is now available for collection from 

the tables in the porches of  both churches. 

AUTUMN EDITION OF ‘MISSION TODAY’ 

 DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING 

Please remember that you can put your name down for training whether 

you are a parishioner of  Holy Family or St Mary’s.  We are in the process 

of  arranging training with a parishioner who is qualified to deliver such 

training. Contact canton@rcadc.org. 

A NOTE FROM DEACON MAURICE 

ST VINCENT’S COMMUNITY CENTRE, ELY BRIDGE 

I’m very pleased to report that the refurbishment and refitting of  the former St 
Clare’s Church is now complete with major financial support from the SVP and 
the Welsh Assembly via its Communities and Facilities Programme. Henceforth it 
will be known as St Vincent’s Community Centre, Ely Bridge and the SVP have 
appointed a manager, Nathan Harding, who took up his new role a few weeks ago. 

There will be an official opening by Archbishop George at the end of  November. We will hold 
a meeting of  volunteers at St Vincent’s in the near future to discuss things further. If  you think 
you may be able to help in any way as a volunteer in this exciting new venture, please contact 
Deacon Maurice: mfscanlon@hotmail.co.uk or 07747038274 

 
The SVP will be holding a collection of  good quality clothing and bric a brac 
on Saturday & Sunday,  9th & 10th October at Holy Family Church, to stock 
the shop at the new St Vincent's Community Centre, Ely Bridge.  Please note 
we are unable to accept electrical items.   

SVP SHOP COLLECTION AT HOLY FAMILY 

  
 Roberta has informed me that she feels that this is an appropriate moment to step down 
from her role as A.P.F. / MISSIO Representative at St Mary of  the Angels. Roberta has 
been our parish link to the Association for the Propagation of  the Faith/MISSIO for 
many years and I wish to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for her many years 
of  service. Promoting the adoption of  the RED BOXES forms the backbone of  the 
work. The Red Boxes are collected from parishioners at least twice a year and the contri-
butions counted. The pennies of  the many add up to the thousands of  pounds being sent 
to sustain the spread of  the Gospel in so many parts of  the world. As Roberta steps 
down from the task, we are obviously in need of  a new recruit. 
N.B. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TAKING UP THIS ROLE THEN PLEASE 
CONTACT ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IT WOULD BE GREAT TO APPOINT A 
NEW REPRESENTATIVE FOR ST MARY OF THE ANGELS IN ANTICIPATION 
OF WORLD MISSION SUNDAY WHICH WILL BE CELEBRATED ON THE 24th 
OCTOBER. 

A WORD OF THANKS TO ROBERTA MEREDITH 

The School warmly invites parents and children of  Years 5 and 6 to our 

OPEN EVENING 

on Wednesday 6th October from 4-7pm. 

Please go to our website on www.maryimmaculate.org.uk/open-evening-2021 

to book a place. 

MARY IMMACULATE HIGH SCHOOL 

OPEN EVENING 

 
Reaching Out are asking for your assistance! 
They are in need of  large, strong Bags for Life 
in order to deliver food parcels. Do you have 
any that are surplus to requirements? If  so, 
would you please bring them to either church 
and they will be passed on to the appropriate 
person. Many thanks. 

APPEAL FOR BAGS FOR LIFE 

mailto:mfscanlon@hotmail.co.uk


  
Although Fr John is generously offering support over the coming months with regard to 
celebrating the current pattern of  Sunday Masses, this situation is not sustainable in the 
longer term. Although Fr John is enjoying good health and is in fine form, he is now  
approaching his seventy-ninth birthday. I am currently opening discussion with both 
Parish Councils regarding the necessity of  altering the Sunday schedule of  Masses at 
some stage in the New Year. I will, of  course, be addressing both communities on this 
subject in the near future. Please pray for the wellbeing of  our two Parish Communities 
as we continue to move through this period of  challenging evolution. 

COVERAGE FOR ALL FIVE PARISH MASSES 

 
Local medical professionals are intending to re-establish an active Cardiff  branch 
of  the Catholic Medical Association.  

The C.M.A. is an association of  Catholics who are working in the health sector – 
membership is open to those who are studying for a career in the health sector, 
those who are currently practising and those who have retired (*all health care 
professions). 

Members and potential members are invited to a celebration of  Mass on Monday 
18th October (Feast of  St Luke) at 7.00.pm in St Joseph’s Church, New Zealand 
Road, Cardiff  CF14 3BR.  

The Mass will be followed by an introductory meeting with refreshments.  

For further information please contact: 

Dr Michal Pruski - michal.pruski@wales.nhs.uk 

Fr Peter Davies – peter.davies@rcadc.org 

Aims of  the C.M.A.: 
 
• Providing professional support 
 
• Providing informed opinion 
 
• Providing an effective voice 
 
• Helping professionals to integrate their faith into their professional practice 
 
• Publishing the Catholic Medical Quarterly 

THE CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AND TEENAGERS – THE 
DANGERS OF ON-LINE ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION     

 
I am sure that all parents are aware and concerned regarding the dangers faced by our 
children and teenagers when they use the internet via the great variety of  social media 
platforms. Recent press reports have highlighted the growing danger to younger chil-
dren, those still in primary education.  

The dissemination of  technology to young children requires prudent judgement and a 
careful evaluation of  the benefits and risks. Even when precautions are taken and pro-
tective measures are installed on devices, it is clear that harmful material and influ-
ences can still bombard the screens. Let us build our collective awareness of  the issues 
so as to offer protection and support. 

Scripture quotes for October: 
 

‘Therefore, since everything asserted by the inspired authors or sacred writ-
ers must be held to be asserted by the Holy Spirit, it follows that the books 
of  Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and without 
error that truth which God wanted put into sacred writings  for the sake of  

salvation. Therefore "all Scripture is divinely inspired and has its use for teaching 
the truth and refuting error, for reformation of  manners and discipline in right 
living, so that the man who belongs to God may be efficient and equipped for 
good work of  every kind" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). (Dei Verbum n11) 
 

“ Scripture tells us that everything that exists does not exist by chance but is 
willed by God and part of  his plan, at whose centre is the invitation to partake, in 
Christ, in the divine life. Creation is born of  the Logos and indelibly 
bears the mark of  the creative Reason which orders and directs it; with joy-
filled certainty the psalms sing: “By the word of  the Lord the heavens 
were made, and all their host by the breath of  his mouth” (Ps 33:6) 
(Verbum Domini n8) 

Archdiocese of  Cardiff  “The God Who Speaks”: Scripture Study Days 

 
The next two Scripture Study Day will be given on Saturday, October 9th and Saturday,      
November 6th from 11am-12.30pm.  On October 9th, Deacon Maurice Scanlon will be giving 
a talk: “The Gospel of  St. Mark”. Then on November 6th, Deacon Philip Manghan will be giv-
ing a talk on “The Gospel of  St. Luke”.   Deacon Maurice is a deacon at St. Mary’s of  the  
Angels and Deacon Philip hails from St. Mary’s Bridgend. Both deacons will be familiar to 
many people for their knowledge of  the Scriptures and their engaging speaking style. They will 
bring our study of  the four Gospels to an excellent end. Details of  the programme of  talks 
for the year can be found on the Archdiocesan website https://rcadc.org/ events. 
 
You can access the talks on the day via Zoom at: http://tinyurl.com/RCADCscripture  
 
Meeting ID 863 9669 5727 
Passcode:   068790  
 
Contacts for enquiries:  Madeleine Walters 
at  madeleine.walters@rcadc.org                                                                                                
or Kate Duffin at kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk     

mailto:michal.pruski@wales.nhs.uk
mailto:peter.davies@rcadc.org
https://rcadc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/RCADCscripture
mailto:madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
mailto:kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk


The Renewal of  Baptismal Promises 
 
Do you renounce Satan, and all his empty promises? I DO. 

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth? I DO. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of  the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of  
the Father? I DO. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who today through the Sacra-
ment of  Confirmation is given to you in a special way just as he was given to the Apostles 
on the day of  Pentecost? I DO. 

Do you believe in the holy Catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  
sins, the resurrection of  the body, and life everlasting? I DO. 

This is our faith. This is the faith of  the Church. We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  

AMEN. 

 

The Laying On of  Hands 
 
Dearly beloved, let us pray to God the almighty Father, for these, his adopted sons and 
daughters, already born again to eternal life in Baptism, that he will graciously pour out the 
Holy Spirit upon them to confirm them with abundant gifts, and through his anointing 
conform them more fully to Christ, the Son of  God. 
 
The Bishop then lays hands on the head of  each Candidate 
 
Almighty God, Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who brought these your servants to ne 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, freeing them from sin: send upon them, O Lord, the 
Holy Spirit, the Paraclete; give them the spirit of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  
counsel and fortitude, the spirit of  knowledge and piety; fill them with the spirit of  the 
fear of  the Lord.  
 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Anointing with Chrism 
 
The Bishop inscribes the Sign of  the Cross with Sacred Chrism on the forehead of  each 
candidate as he says: 

(Using the chosen Confirmation name of  each Candidate) N., BE SEALED WITH THE 
GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Candidate replies: AMEN. 

The Bishop adds: PEACE BE WITH YOU. 

The Candidate replies: AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT. 

 
A homily for the celebration of  the Sacrament of  Confirmation 
 
The Apostles, who had received the Holy Spirit on the day of  Pentecost in fulfilment of  the 
Lord’s promise, had power to complete the work of  Baptism by the giving of  the Holy Spirit, 
as we read in the Acts of  the Apostles. When St Paul had laid his hands on certain people 
who had been baptized, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied. 
 
The Bishops, as successors of  the Apostles, possess the same power and, either in their own 
right or through Priests lawfully appointed to fulfil this ministry, they confer the Holy Spirit 
on those who have already been born again in Baptism. 
 
Even if  today the coming of  the Holy Spirit is no longer widely made manifest by the gift of  
tongues, we know by faith that the Spirit, through whom the love of  God has been poured 
into our hearts and through whom we are gathered in unity of  faith and in diversity of  call-
ings, is received by us and is working invisibly to make the Church holy and one. 
 
Dearly beloved candidates, the gift of  the Holy Spirit, which you are about to receive, will be a 
spiritual seal, by which you will be conformed to Christ and will be made more fully members 
of  the Church. For Christ himself, anointed by the Holy Spirit in the baptism he received 
from John the Baptist, was sent forth for the work of  his ministry, to pour out on the earth 
the fire of  the same Spirit. 
 
Therefore, you who are already baptized will now receive the power of  his Spirit and be 
signed with the cross on your foreheads. And so, you must always bear witness to his Passion 
and Resurrection before the world, so that your manner of  life, as the Apostle says, may be in 
every place the pleasing fragrance of  Christ. His Mystical Body, which is the Church, the Peo-
ple of  God, receives from him diverse graces, which the same Holy Spirit distributes to indi-
viduals for the building up of  that Body in unity and love. 
 
Be living members of  this Church, therefore, and, under the guidance of  the Holy Spirit, seek 
to serve all people like Christ, who came not to be served but to serve. 
And now, before you receive the Spirit, call to mind the faith which you professed in Baptism 
or which your parents and godparents professed with the Church. 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

REFERENCE FOR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 

*** N.B. THERE WILL BE A FINAL MEETING AND PRACTICE FOR ALL OUR 
CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES ON WEDNESDAY 27TH OCTOBER FROM 6.30PM 
TO 7.30PM AT THE CHURCH OF ST MARY OF THE ANGELS. 
 
*** N.B. THE CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION WILL 
TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER AT 2.00PM IN ST MARY OF THE  
ANGELS. 



PROTECTING THE MOST VULNERABLE. Such proposed legislation arrives at a time when we 
have a growing elderly population, persistent exclusion and inequality for disabled people and a very 
real health and social care crisis. Experience during the pandemic is also pertinent, especially the 
number of care home deaths and the use or ‘misuse’ of ‘Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resusci-
tation’ notices for elderly and disabled people. This context coupled with the textual vagueness of the 
Bill raises a number of serious questions about law and society’s ability to protect the most vulnera-
ble. How can the law ensure that a person is free from pressure from ending their life prematurely 
due to societal attitudes and perceptions about ‘quality’ or ‘worth’ of life? How can the law ensure a 
person is acting voluntarily and not out of a sense of ‘being a burden’ to family, to health and social 
care services and to society? 

THE EXPERIENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES. Oregon, Belgium, Canada and other jurisdictions 
are held up as examples as to why the U.K. should follow suit in legalising assisted suicide. Yet, evi-
dence in these countries overwhelmingly indicates that the introduction of laws for a ‘small number 
of cases’ inevitably leads to exponential growth in those seeking ‘assisted dying’: Oregon has seen a 
1075% increase in ‘assisted deaths’ between 1998 and 2019, Belgium has seen a 925% increase be-
tween 2002 and 2019 and Canada has seen a 648% increase between 2016 and 2020. Similarly, an ex-
pansion of grounds upon which ‘assisted suicide’ is permitted follows suit with its legislation. Laws 
have been expanded in some jurisdictions to include assisted suicide for children, non-terminal illness 
(including non-terminal psychiatric illness). Laws are also being challenged with regards to allowing 
the elderly to request assisted suicide when their life is ‘complete’ or if they have dementia. Evidence 
shows that liberalisation of these laws seems to always follow. This is a serious risk, and can we ex-
pect the situation in the U.K. to be any different? 

INVESTING IN CARE AND NOT ENDING CARE. Faced with suffering and illness, our re-
sponse should be one of true compassion. This finds expression in high-quality and holistic end of 
life care for the one who is dying and their family. Rather that assisting suicide and bringing care and 
life to an end, we should be working to ensure people have access to the best end-of-life care when 
they need it. Organisations and medical professionals have done much good work in debunking 
myths and popular perceptions around end-of-life care and what a ‘good death’ can and does look 
like, but there is much more to be done here. The provision of quality palliative care should be a pri-
ority and reality for all who have need of it. ‘Assisted Dying’ could be seen as a quick and cheap alter-
native to proper end-of-life care. Can we expect a full range of choice to be given to us, in the event 
of terminal illness, should this Bill make the statute books? It is interesting to note that those who 
work most closely with people at the end of their lives are often those most opposed to assisted sui-
cide within the medical profession. 

RESOURCES. 
 
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-issues/ 
In July 2021, the Bishops’ Conference Department of Social Justice hosted a webinar with Baroness 
Ilora Finlay of Llandaf and Robert Preston, which provided a very useful and rational guide to this 
complex and sensitive issue: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-rational-guide-to-the-assisted-suicide-
debate/ 
If you would like a FREE copy of the book entitled ‘Death By Appointment: A Rational Guide to 
the Assisted Dying Debate’ by Baroness Ilora Finlay and Robert Preston, please contact Collette 
McGovern at the Conference Secretariat. The book provides an excellent evidence-based approach 
to the issue: collette.mcgovern@cbcew.org.uk 
‘The All-Party Parliamentary Group for Dying Well’ promotes access to excellent care at the end of 
life and stands against the legalisation of assisted suicide. Their website provides up to date political 
news and resources on the issue: https://www.dyingwell.co.uk/ 
‘Living and Dying Well’ provides excellent information on research and analysis of the evidence sur-
rounding the ‘assisted dying’ debate: https://livinganddyingwell.org.uk/ 
‘The Art of Dying Well’ hosts a variety of resources for helping people to think about death and    
dying: https://www.artofdyingwell.org/ 

Bishop Sherrington is an Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of Westminster and is a Moral Theologian. 

In the next few weeks, we face an unprecedented attack on the sanctity of life with Baroness Meacher’s 
‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’ which received its First Reading in the House of Lords and is due its Second 
Reading with full debate on Friday 15th October. The term ‘Assisted Dying’ is euphemistic, the truth is 
that the bill seeks to introduce Assisted Suicide. If legalised, this Bill would allow a terminally adult, with 
less than six months to live, to be assisted in committing suicide. 

The context of the debate is fundamentally different from the Marris Bill in 2015. Dignity in Dying are 
running a vigorous campaign, which is highly mobilised. They have some national papers on side and are 
using strong, personal and emotional narratives to win hearts and minds. They also have a high presence 
on social media and are encouraging their supporters to write to Peers. Those in favour of the Bill are us-
ing language to confuse the issue and call it a compassionate and caring approach to obscure the actual 
reality and consequences of such legislation. As Pope Francis has said, ‘Physician-assisted suicide is part 
of a “throwaway culture” that offers a “false compassion” and treats a human person as a problem … . 
True compassion does not marginalize anyone, nor does it humiliate and exclude – much less considers 
the disappearance of a person as a good thing.’ He criticised ‘those who hide behind an alleged compas-
sion to justify and approve the death of a patient.’ 

We continue to argue for good palliative care and its important values, including spiritual ones, which are 
part of this approach. However, this language is being manipulated by Dignity in Dying. Importantly, at 
this stage we need to argue the dangers of the introduction of Assisted Suicide, which includes the safety 
of people who are vulnerable due to external pressures, and later liberalisation of the law which is evi-
denced by other countries which have introduced Assisted Suicide. Many voices from the world of disa-
bility-rights and other allies are also very fearful and fighting this bill. The Bill would also fundamentally 
change the relationship between the Healthcare Professionals and the Patient from treatment and care to 
providing the lethal means to commit suicide. 

It is possible that the Bill will pass to Committee Stage without a vote in October and be returned to the 
Lords for Third Reading and then, if passed, be sent to the Commons. There will be pressure on the 
Government to provide time for this. 

To prepare for these events, I ask your engagement and that of your dioceses over these next weeks. 
First, to ask you to call people to pray that the Bill will be defeated. Second, to ask that people write to the 
Peers from their personal experience and share stories which will argue the reasons for opposing the Bill 
as well as narrate the importance of precious time during the final stages of life. Healthcare and legal pro-
fessionals should write giving resons why they oppose the Bill. This needs to be done before the Second 
Reading on the 15th October. Peers engage with personal correspondence and not to campaigns. Third, to 
ask parishioners to engage and share stories and reasons against the Bill on social media. 

In this way, the Church will be a prophetic voice: a voice of clarity and truth amidst the great confusion 
around this bill. 
 

BRIEFING. 
 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH REMAINS OPPOSED TO ANY FORM OF ASSISTED SUICIDE. IT 
IS A CRIME AGAINST HUMAN LIFE, AND WE CANNOT DIRECTLY CHOOSE TO TAKE 
THE LIFE OF ANOTHER, EVEN IF THEY REQUEST IT.  
 
We must scrutinise and continue to challenge this proposed legislation in the months ahead. We must  
reaffirm our support for high quality end-of-life care, which includes spiritual and pastoral support for the 
one who is dying and their family. 

A LETTER FROM BISHOP JOHN SHERRINGTON TO FELLOW BISHOPS    
REGARDING THE DANGERS POSED BY BARONESS MEACHER’S     

‘ASSISTED DYING BILL 2021’ 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-issues/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-rational-guide-to-the-assisted-suicide-debate/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-rational-guide-to-the-assisted-suicide-debate/
mailto:collette.mcgovern@cbcew.org.uk
https://www.dyingwell.co.uk/
https://livinganddyingwell.org.uk/
https://www.artofdyingwell.org/


Spread the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish 
 
The Programme has been approved by His Grace, Archbishop George Stack. It is a seven-week pro-
gramme, running for one and half  hours via Zoom on one evening a week. The dates will 
be Tuesday, October 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th and November 2nd and 9th. It will be delivered once again 
by members of  the Evangelisation Commission. 
 
The Programme is open to all parishioners and clergy across the Archdiocese. It will remind partici-
pants of  the Great Commission and the basic Gospel message. It will cover a rudimentary history of  
the early church and will consider important messages from recent papal papers, how to give witness 
testimonies, evangelise non-church going Catholics with practical approaches and tools for building a 
parish team to evangelise. 
 
The Genesis Mission will be an important follow-on activity offered to participants, providing the 
necessary skills for successful encounters. 
 
For more information and to register for the Programme, please email Madeleine Walters 

at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org 

ARCHDIOCESAN EVANGELISATION PROGRAMME (SECOND RUN) 

St Francis RC Primary School 

Ysgol Gynradd Gatholig Sant Francis 

Wilson Road, Trelai, Caerdydd, CF5 4JL 

Headteacher: M Langsdale 

Deputy Headteacher: D. Philp 

Tel/ Ffôn: 02920 591666 

Email: stfrancisprm@cardiff.gov.uk 

 
 

VACANCY Full Time TEACHER (Year 2) -  
MATERNITY COVER TEMPORARY 

 
Required for November 2021 - July 2022 
 
An exciting opportunity has arisen as the Governors of  St Francis RC Primary School 
are looking to appoint an outstanding class teacher. 
 
We are looking for someone who:-  

• is able to demonstrate high standards in the classroom  

• is passionate about education in Wales and has a creative approach to teaching  

• has the skills of  an excellent classroom practitioner with high expectations of  

achievement and behaviour 

• is flexible and adaptable with excellent communication skills  

• has the ability to work within a strong team ethos and contribute to curriculum de-

velopment  

• Excellent ICT Skills  

• will work effectively with both staff  and governors in order to further raise standards 

of  teaching and learning;  

• has a strong commitment to working closely with parents, cluster schools and the 

wider community.  

 

Shortlisting: 15.10.21 

Interviews and observations: W/C  18.10.21 

The closing date for this post is Thursday 14.10.21 at 12 noon.  

 

For more information, please contact the school directly. 

 TEMPORARY TEACHING POSITION AT ST  FRANCIS 

 

 104th anniversary of  the October apparition of   
Our Lady of  Fatima 

 
Join us as we come together to PRAY, RECITE the Rosary and LISTEN to our clergy as they 
reflect on a different theme each evening. 
 
“I am the Lady of  the Rosary. Continue always to pray the Rosary every day.” 
Our Lady to the shepherd children, 13 Oct 1917 
 
Date: 4-13 October 2021  

Time: 8-9 p.m. (UK time)  

Zoom ID: 765-115-5221  

(For the Zoom passcode, please email: national.president@worldfatima-englandwales.org.uk)  

OR Log in to FACEBOOK / YOUTUBE : World Apostolate of  Fatima England & Wales  

mailto:madeleine.walters@rcadc.org

