
 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Advent 
      
Baruch 5:1-9. 
 
This Second Sunday of Advent in Cycle C is the only occasion across 
the three-year cycle of Sunday readings when we hear an extract from 
the Prophet Baruch. Baruch was a disciple of the Prophet Jeremiah 
and acted as his secretary. The Book of Baruch was not written by 
Baruch himself but by a number of authors, probably around two 
centuries before Christ was born (i.e. over three centuries after the 
death of the actual person named Baruch). Today’s text is a poem 
that reflects upon the restoration of Jerusalem following the desola-
tion of exile in Babylon. Jerusalem is to experience a joyful renewal 
and the fulfilment of all messianic expectations: there will be no more 
foreign domination; there will be no more rough desert paths; there 
will be plenty of shade from the scorching heat of the Sun. The light 
of God’s presence will enlighten Jerusalem and the world. Peace, 
mercy and integrity will flow down upon the earth when the Messiah 
comes in glory. We proclaim Jesus is the Messiah. We proclaim Jesus 
is God made Flesh.  
“Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east: 
see your sons reassembled from west and east at the command of the 
Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered them.” 
“Though they left on foot, with enemies for an escort, now God 
brings them back to you like royal princes carried back in glory.” 
 
Psalm 125. 
 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad. 
 
Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11. 
 
In his Letter to the Philippians, St Paul is still at that early stage in his 
ministry when he fully expects the Lord Jesus to return soon. Paul is 
preparing himself and the communities he addresses for the ‘Day of 
Christ’. Advent is both a preparation for the approaching feast of 
Christmas and a preparation for the Second Coming and so our pray-
ers and preparations should reflect this dual focus. Paul prays in a 
deceptively simple manner when he asks us to seek the source of 
overflowing love. It is love that feeds our perception and understand-
ing, rather than vice versa. 
“Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how 
you have helped to spread the Good News from the day you first 
heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that the One who 
began this good work in you will see that it is finished when the day 
of Christ comes.” 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and all mankind 
shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
Luke 3:1-6. 
 
Today we hear the second ‘beginning’ of Luke’s Gospel. In chapters 
one and two, Luke has guided us through the infancy narratives. At 
the beginning of chapter three we are taken to “the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, 
… “ We hear John the Baptist speaking as a voice in the wilderness. 
This introduction to chapter three locates the dawn of Christ’s minis-
try in context of world history.  
Continued opposite 

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, registered charity No 242380 

Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent (5th December)  

6pm Vigil Mass  Phyllis Webber RIP 

11am  Catherine Bearwish 

Tuesday:  (7th December)  

9.30am   Paul & Rebecca Clifford (Wedding Anniv.)  

Thursday:  (9th December)  

9.30am     Ingrid Lewis & Bella Delacroix  (Birthday) 

Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Advent  (Gaudete Sunday) 
      (12th December)  

6pm Vigil Mass  Sharon Maria Dobson (née Mullett) 
    (Australia) RIP 

11am  Mary Keeley 

Holy Family Masses 

Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent (5th December)  

10am   Frances & Stan Trigg 
12pm   For the People of the Parishes 
6pm          Liam Fry 
 
Monday:  St Nicholas, Bishop (6th December)  

9.30am  Sybil Durham  
   
Tuesday:   St Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor            
   of the Church (7th December)  

9.30am    Pat Jones 
  
Wednesday: Immaculate Conception of the   
        Blessed Virgin Mary (8th December)  

9.30am Nancy Humphries RIP 
        
Thursday:  Weekday in Advent (9th December)  
No Adoration & Benediction this week. 
 
Friday:   Weekday in Advent (10th December) 

9.30am  Michael Maher 
  
Saturday:   Weekday in Advent (11th December) 

12.15pm  Angel Ball RIP  
 
Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)   
       12th December)   

10am   Patricia Collins 
12pm   Reg & Peg Palfrey 
6pm          Madison Lane 
  
Confessions will be celebrated in children’s liturgy 
room on Saturday from 10am to 11am. Access via 
the Church. 
 

St Mary’s Masses 

 

Holy Family   &   St Mary of the Angels 
Keyston Rd, Fairwater CF5 3NP          Kings Rd, Canton CF11 9BX 

27th June - 4th July 2021 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle B) 

Holy Family: Catherine Driscoll, Kay & Paul Parris,    
Bernard Perry, Mary Bodman, Valentine, Collette  
Griffin, Vivian Miller, Brian Webster, Henry Fernandez, 
Hanna Marenghi, Susanna, Martin, Chris Collins, Joseph 
Stancombe, Zaid Saffo, Peter Macpherson. 

St Mary’s: Fr Christopher Delaney, Bethan Williams, Jean 
Allen, Madison Lane, Marian Lamb, Nadasiri Ifada, Cecily 
Hughes, James Church, Anthony Jackson, Tom Hopkins, 
Margaret Griffiths, Joanne Coakley, Helen Ward, Carina  
Foster, Ben Foster, Maria Sullivan, Mary D’Alpa, Patricia 
Sadka, Mary Williams, Donald Rees, Michael McLoughlin., 
Jacob Callaghan, Martin Jones and Connie Greck. 

Pray for the Sick 

Please pray for the eternal repose of the following: 

Mr Michael Selby R.I.P. – The funeral was celebrat-
ed outside the Parish on Thursday 2nd December. 

Mrs Geraldine Evans R.I.P.  –  Service at Thornhill 
Crematorium on Tuesday 14th December at 11am. 

Mrs Maria Grech R.I.P. – The Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at St Mary’s on Wednesday 15th December 
at 12.45pm. 

Mrs Nancy Donovan R.I.P. – Funeral Service at 
Thornhill Crematorium  on Monday 20th December 
at 2.00pm 

Mrs Frances Stone R.I.P. – The Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated at St Mary’s on Tuesday 21st December 
at 12.00pm. 

Mr Terence Morgan – The Funeral Service will be 
celebrated at Holy Family on Wednesday 22nd Decem-
ber at 2.00pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,                                             
and let perpetual light  

shine upon them.              
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

RECENTLY DIED Parish Contacts 

 

Holy Family   &   St Mary of the Angels 
Keyston Rd, Fairwater CF5 3NP          Kings Rd, Canton CF11 9BX  

5th - 12th December 2021 Second Sunday of Advent (Cycle C) 

The Priory 67 Talbot St. Canton, Cardiff 

tel: (029) 20 230 492 

Parishes of St. Mary’s and Holy Family  
new email address is: canton@rcadc.org 

Canon Peter Collins 

e-mail:  peter.collins@rcadc.org 

Deacon Professor Maurice Scanlon 

e-mail:  maurice.scanlon@rcadc.org 

tel (029) 2021 2651 
Deacon Christian Mahoney 

E-mail:christianmahoney2@gmail.com 

tel 07764515864 

Monsignor Canon John Maguire 

Retired Priest in Residence at Holy Family 
 

Website: cardiffwestcatholics.org.uk 
 

Bank details for standing orders, which are directly linked 
to the respective parish accounts are as follows: 

 
Account name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 

Sort code: 20-18-23 (for both) 

St Mary’s Acc No: 03285375 

Holy Family Acc No: 63656861 
 

St Mary’s SVP contact number 07731847622. 
 

Parish Safeguarding Reps  

Mrs Ellery Hennessy (Holy Family) 

Mr Jack Meggitt-Phillips (St Mary of the Angels) 

Primary Headteachers:  

Holy Family  

Mrs Louise Mills  Tel: 20565354   

St. Mary’s  

Miss Claire Russell Tel: 2022 5680   

Secondary Headteachers:  

Corpus Christi   

Mr Patrick Brunnock Tel: 20761893 

Mary Immaculate   

Mr  Huw Powell  Tel: 2059 3465  

St David’s 6th Form College  

Mr Mark Leighfield Tel: 20498555 

Readings continued 
The events of Jesus’ life will not merely impact on what had be-
come a backwater Roman Province but will impact on the 
world, on world history. In listening to the voice of John the 
Baptist we are reminded that we must always begin the journey 
of faith with reference to repentance. Whenever we prepare to 
approach Christ, we must first acknowledge our sinfulness and 
further acknowledge that only Christ can heal us. Although John 
the Baptist cannot bring us remedy, he prepares a way for the 
Lord. Only the Lord himself can make straight that which is 
crooked.  
“A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in, every 
mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be straightened 
and rough roads made smooth. And all mankind shall see the 
salvation of God.” 

 
There will be a retiring collection next 
weekend after all Masses in both parishes. 
Good quality clothes are also requested for 
sale in the local SVP charity shops. 

RETIRING COLLECTION                  
FOR THE SVP 



FEASTS OF THE WEEK 

 Monday 6th December – Memoria: St Nicholas, Bishop. 
 
Nicholas was the fourth century Bishop of  Myra in Lycia, located in what we 
identify as south western Turkey. Beyond this fact we know little else concern-
ing his life and ministry. When Myra was threatened by invasion from Muslim 
forces in 1087 the relics of  St Nicholas were translated to Bari in Italy.             
A Church was built there to house the relics and Pope Urban II inaugurated the shrine. Many legends 
and fables emerged concerning St Nicholas, many of  them formulated by St Methodius in ninth centu-
ry. The constant thread across the network of  stories is his patronage of  children. It was this tradition 
that took root in the Low Countries where presents were distributed to children on the feast of  St 
Nicholas. It was Dutch Protestants who took the tradition with them to North America and it took 
root in New Amsterdam (New York), forming the foundation of  the now well-established Santa Claus 
stories. 
 
Tuesday 7th December – Memoria: St Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of  the Church. 
 

St Ambrose was born in 339, the son of  the Praetorian Prefect of  Gaul. He studied 
Greek, Rhetoric and Poetry, becoming a successful advocate (lawyer). In 370 Am-
brose became Governor of  Aemilia and Liguria, being based in Milan. Following the 
death of  the local bishop (Auxentius) who had adopted the heretical Arian doctrines, 
Ambrose appealed for peace and reconciliation at the assembly convoked to elect a 
successor. When Ambrose was delivering his speech to the assembly, a voice cried 

out ‘Ambrose for Bishop’. Despite pleading that he was unworthy of  the honour, Ambrose was nomi-
nated and elected. Although a firm believer, Ambrose had not yet been baptised. At that time many 
believers delayed their baptism until later life for fear that their sins would not otherwise be forgiven at 
the point of  death. It was in 374 that Ambrose was swiftly baptised and fully initiated, followed by or-
dination and consecration as bishop. He developed his scriptural and theological studies. He became 
renowned for his hard work and accessibility. Milan was the administrative centre of  the Roman Em-
pire in the West following the transfer of  power to the East (Constantinople). Given his background 
and abilities, Ambrose continued to play a significant role in imperial affairs. The empire was already 
beginning to divide. Ambrose told the young Emperor Valentinian II that he was in the Church and 
not above it. Perhaps Ambrose is best known for his part in the final conversion of  St Augustine. Am-
brose died in 397 and is counted as one of  the four great Doctors of  the Latin (Western) Church with 
Augustine, Jerome and Gregory the Great. 
   
Wednesday 8th December – Solemnity: The Immaculate Conception of  the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Patronal Feast of  the Archdiocese of  Cardiff. 
 

The Catechism of  the Catholic Church describes the state and vocation of  Mary 
thus: 
From among the descendants of  Eve, God chose the Virgin Mary to be mother of  
his Son. ‘Full of  grace’, Mary is ‘the most excellent fruit of  the redemption’: FROM 
THE FIRST INSTANT OF HER CONCEPTION, SHE WAS TOTALLY PRE-
SERVED FROM THE STAIN OF ORIGINAL SIN AND SHE REMAINED 
PURE FROM ALL PERSONAL SIN THROUGHOUT HER LIFE. 
Mary is truly ‘Mother of  God’ since she is the mother of  the eternal Son of  God 
made man, who is God himself. 
Mary ’remained a virgin in conceiving her Son, a virgin in giving birth to him, a vir-

gin in carrying him, a virgin is nursing him at her breast, always a virgin’ (Sermon 186 of  St Augustine): 
with her whole being she is ‘the handmaid of  the Lord’ (Luke 1:38). 
 

 

The Virgin Mary ‘co-operated through free faith and obedience in human salva-
tion’ (Lumen Gentium 56 – Dogmatic Constitution on the Church from Vatican II). She 
uttered her yes ‘in the name of  all human nature’ (Summa Th. III,30,1). By her obedience 
she became the new Eve, mother of  the living. 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – WEDNESDAY 8th      
DECEMBER – CONSECRATION OF THE NEWLY INSTALLED ALTAR AT THE 
METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL OF ST DAVID. 
The Most Reverend George Stack, Metropolitan Archbishop of  Cardiff, will consecrate 
the new altar at the Cathedral on Wednesday 8th December at 6.00.pm. The Solemnity of  
the Immaculate Conception is the Patronal Feast of  the Archdiocese. All are welcome to 
attend. 

 
I am immensely grateful for the many messages of  condolence I have received from 
parishioners following the death of  my sister Geraldine. Your assurances of  prayer for 
her eternal repose and for the comforting of  the family have provided great spiritual  
sustenance. I celebrated her funeral on Friday 26th November. May her soul and the 
souls of  all the faithful departed rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 

A PERSONAL EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE 

I am delighted to announce that Deacon Elliot will come into residence at the 

Priory on Thursday 9th December. He will be on placement for the entirety of  

his diaconate and I am hopeful that he will remain after his priestly ordination 

next summer. I will say more about Elliot next week, but in the meantime 

please see below a short piece written by Elliot introducing himself  to our    

parishioners. 

 
“My name is Elliot Hanson, I'm 29 years old and originally from Barry. After 

reading Modern Languages at the University of  Southampton, I entered the 

seminary where I spent two years in London, a year in Caerphilly and three 

years at the Venerable English College in Rome. I was ordained a deacon at the 

beginning of  July and it is now my great pleasure to be joining the community 

of  St Mary of  the Angels and Holy Family where I shall spend my diaconate 

year and maybe beyond. My interests include linguistics, history and catechetics, 

and I've even been known to bake on the odd occasion! If  you see me around, 

do say hello. I look forward to getting to know you all as we work together to 

build the Kingdom of  God in the west of  Cardiff.” 

DEACON ELLIOT HANSON 



‘FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH:   
COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION.’ 

 
Our process of  consultation will begin on the First Sunday of  Advent. Reflections and sub-
missions will be gathered by the end of  February. It is hoped that the preliminary period of  
preparation in each diocese would present two concrete actions that could be addressed be-
tween the beginning of  Lent and the conclusion of  Eastertide, the Solemnity of  Pentecost. Let 
us consciously pray for the Universal Church and for our Archdiocesan Family as we embark 
on this journey. Let us pray that our two Parish Communities will respond fruitfully to the invi-
tation set before us by the Holy Father. 
 
*** I am most grateful to Kath Elley who has agreed to my appointing her as St Mary of  the 
Angels Delegate and Coordinator for the Synodal Process of  Consultation. 
*** I am most grateful to Neil O’Toole who has agreed to my appointing him as Holy Family 
Parish Delegate and Coordinator for the Synodal Process of  Consultation. 
 
The Holy Father has designated a text attributed to St Isidore of  Seville (560-636) as the offi-
cial ‘Prayer for the Synod’. The prayer is entitled ‘Adsumus Sante Spiritus’, meaning ‘We stand 
before You, Holy Spirit’. This prayer has been invoked throughout the centuries at Councils 
and Synods. Every session of  the Second Vatican Council opened with this prayer. Here      
follows a simplified version of  St Isidore’s text that is meant for use in parishes as we journey 
together in preparation for the Synod in 2023. 
 
WE STAND BEFORE YOU, HOLY SPIRIT, AS WE GATHER TOGETHER IN YOUR 
NAME. WITH YOU ALONE TO GUIDE US, MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME IN OUR 
HEARTS; TEACH US THE WAY WE MUST GO AND HOW WE ARE TO PURSUE IT. 
WE ARE WEAK AND SINFUL; DO  NOT LET US PROPMOTE DISORDER. DO NOT 
LET IGNORANCE LEAD US DOWN THE WRONG PATH NOR PARTIALITY INFLU-
ENCE OUR ACTIONS. LET US FIND IN YOU OUR UNITY SO THAT WE MAY 
JOURNEY TOGETHER TO ETERNAL LIFE AND NOT STRAY FROM THE WAY OF 
TRUTH AND WHAT IS RIGHT. ALL THIS WE ASK OF YOU WHO ARE AT WORK 
IN EVERY PLACE AND TIME, IN THE COMMUNION OF THE FATHER AND THE 
SON, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 2023 

 
Kath Elley will address the congregation at each of  the 
Masses at St Mary of  the Angels on the Second Sunday 
of  Advent  regarding the Synod Agenda and its implica-
tions.  

PARISH ADDRESS ON THE SYNODAL         
PROCESS OF CONSULTATION 

 

We are now taking admissions for Reception September 2022.  
The closing date is Monday January 10th 2022 and offer letters will be 
sent out on Tuesday 19th April 2022. 
 
We also have Nursery places available. If  your child is 3 before 1st Jan-
uary 2022 then please apply for a place before 17th December 2021 for 

a January start. If  your child is 3 between 1st January and 1st April 2022 then please   
apply now for an April start. 
 
Application packs can be collected from the school office or downloaded from our 
website:  
stmarysprm.cardiff.sch.uk – key info - admissions 
 
You are very welcome to visit the school, please phone to arrange a walk around the 

school with the headteacher (02920 225680). 

Admissions to Holy Family RC Primary School September 2022 
 
  Application forms for admission to Reception Class for September 2022  

  are available from the School Office. Visits to the school are welcome,  

  please telephone 02920565354 for an appointment.  

The closing date for applications is Monday January 10th 2022. You will receive 

notification of  whether the application was successful on Tuesday 19th April, 

this is in line with all Cardiff  schools. 

HOLY FAMILY CAROL CONCERT  
  
   Sunday 12th December at 4pm 
              with Holy Family Choir. 

                      Please join us. 
   

 
There will be Carols on Fairwater Green at 10am on Saturday 18th 
December, followed by mulled wine in St Peter’s Church Hall. You 
are all most welcome to come along and join in. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 



Parish Offertory Collection at St Mary’s: 

28th November - Gift aid £39.70   Loose £599.70 

St Mary’s Standing Orders per week amount to £600.00 of  which 90% is gift aided. 

 

Parish Offertory Collection at Holy Family: 

28th November - Gift aid £106.00  Loose £285.46 

Holy Family Standing Orders per week amount to £250.00 of  which 95% is gift aided. 

FINANCE & PROPERTY 

I have been contacted by a number of  parishioners who have informed me that they 
have received scam emails purporting to be from myself. The content of  the email is a 
request for £500 supposedly to fund the cancer treatment of  a seminarian in a foreign 
country. Needless to say, I have not and would not make any such request for funds. This 
incident highlights the need to be vigilant regarding our use of  the internet. If  we have 
any doubts regarding emailed requests for money, let scepticism guide our response. 

DANGER FROM SCAM EMAIL 

 

Bank details for standing orders, which are directly linked 
to the respective parish accounts are as follows: 

 
Account name: Archdiocese of  Cardiff 

Sort code: 20-18-23 (for both) 

St Mary’s Acc No: 03285375 

Holy Family Acc No: 63656861 

BANK DETAILS FOR STANDING ORDERS 

The Scouts are unable to operate the wonderful Scout Post system again this year due to 
the ongoing pandemic. As you are probably aware, they are hugely dependent on the reve-
nue from the Scout Christmas Post to cover their growing expenses during the rest of  the 
year. It raises about £150,000 each year, which helps to keep all the local groups afloat. 
 
This year there is an online fund-raising campaign via the following link: 
 

https://localgiving.org/appeal/Scoutpost2021/  
 

If  you have benefitted over the years from the Scout Post, or perhaps from being a part of  
the Scout movement yourself, then please consider making a donation. This will help      
ensure that the Scout Post can run again next year and also that our young people have the 
opportunity to enhance their life skills by joining a Scout group. 
 
N.B. In order for your donation to go to the local Scouts, you have to specify the 
name of  the group in the message box when you donate. For Holy Family Scouts, 
this would be “1st Pentrebane (Holy Family)”. 
 
If  there are other local Scout groups linked to our parishes wanting to be mentioned, 
please email canton@rcadc.org.uk 

SCOUT POST CANCELLED - DONATIONS REQUESTED 

The passing of  Collection Boxes / Baskets for our Offertory Donations requires the ser-
vice of  Volunteer Tellers at each of  the Masses. Could I ask those who previously under-
took this responsibility (pre-lockdown) to assist with this task once again. I would be most 
grateful if  some new volunteers step forward to join the cohort. 

TELLERS NEEDED AT ST MARY’S - RECOMMENCING THE USE OF 
COLLECTION BASKETS 

 
Would Holy Family holders of  Mission Boxes please 
count and bag the contents (with name and amount) 
and return to Phil Smith or Chris Davey at the end 
of  Mass.  

RED MILL HILL MISSION BOXES 

 
I am delighted to announce that the Archdiocesan Development Team have 
successfully applied for two new strands of  funding for the re-development 
of  St Mary’s Hall. Owen Collins informs me that we have obtained a grant 
of  £9,000 for one source and £4,000 from a second. This adds to the 
£35,000 received last year. Another application for £2,500 is pending. We are 
within striking distance of  the £57,000 cost of  the project. I extend the 
thanks of  the Parish to our Archdiocesan Officers for their great efforts. 

NEWS FROM OWEN COLLINS,                                                        
ARCHDIOCESAN DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

 
Unfortunately the above event due to take place on Saturday 11th 
December in St Mary’s Church has been cancelled. 

CANCELLATION OF JOSQUIN AT CHRISTMAS 

 
In anticipation of  Christmas, the S.V.P. groups in both parishes 
will undertake a retiring collection after each of  the Masses next 
Sunday – Third Sunday of  Advent. As you know, the S.V.P. mem-
bership quietly but effectively undertake their ministry across the 
fifty-two weeks of  the year. Let us support their great work with 
our traditional pre-Christmas collection. 

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR THE                     
SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL  (S.V.P.)  


